ST. MICHAEL'S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

a Christ-centered community of practice awakening to the abiding presence of God

Christmas Day, 2020

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

HYMN 87
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Har#k, the herald angels sing



ACCLAMATION

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN 81 Lo, how a Rose, v1 + 2
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who
joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



A READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,

who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;

for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.

Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;

for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.

The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;

and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

Following the Lesson...
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.

3 The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

Lsaiah 52: 7-10



9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.

A READING FROM THE EARLY CHURCH Hebrews 1: 14

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is
the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, having become as much supetior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

Following the Lesson...
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

HYMN 107 Good Christian friends
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Preceding the Gospel...
The Holy Gospel of our Lotd Jesus Christ.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 1: 1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his gloty, the gloty as of a fathet's only
son, full of grace and truth.

Following the Gospel...
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON Adwoa 1ewis-Wilson

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S CREATION,
FOR THE WORLD, AND FOR THE CHURCH

The Leader bids us to pray for the sick and suffering, for those who have asked for our prayer, for those who rejoice in life events
and for those who have died.

Stand or kneel if able

Intercessor:  Prince of Peace.

People: Reveal to us your glory.
Silence

The Celebrant concludes with a Collect.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER
INVITATION

OFFERING

We ask you to continue to support St. Michael’s during this time of physical separation. Please send your pledges or
donations through the mail or online on onr website, www.stimichaelsvermont.org, pressing the “Donate now” button on
the top right hand corner. Our ministry at St. Michael’s depends on your generosity.



http://www.stmichaelsvermont.org/

HYMN 112 In the bleak mid-winter, v 1, 2, 4
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Let us give thanks tr the Lord our God.

Peopile

_LL,j_L._._,:-_,_Qz_L

It is righe to give him  thanks and  praise.



Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit,
was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the
bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name.

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.



And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAD IS BROKEN

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

We who are many are one Body, for we all share one bread, one cup.
Thanks be to God.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

BREAD AND WINE ARE SHARED

BREAD AND WINE ARE SHARED

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion below is said by those who do not have the consecrated bread and wine to

consunze.

Dear God, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. We love you
above all things, and long for you in our souls. Since we cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into our hearts. As though you have already come, we embrace you and unite
ourselves entirely to you; never permit us to be separated from you. Amen. (St. Alphonsus de
Liguori, 1696-1787)



WE ARE SENT AND GO FORTH
INTO THE WORLD

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Blessed ate you, O God,

for you have visited and redeemed

your people, coming to us in Jesus.

With this meal and your love

you have set us free to live in the light of a manger.
Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our savior. Amen.

BLESSING

May God, who sent God’s child to take our nature, bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness, and
brighten your heart with light.

People Amen

May God, who sent angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy and make you
heralds of the Gospel.

People Amen
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you peace and favor.
Peaple Amen

And the blessing of God, Creator, Christ, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.

People Amen

HYMN 105 God rest you merry
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fordy: Londen carol. 13th cent.; Copyright @ by permisston of Fleming H. Revell Company.  Music: Cod Rest You Merry melody from Lifde Book of

Cheistmas Carols, ¢4, 1850 harm. Charles Wintired Douglas (1867-1944) Copyrght € The Church Pension Fund. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

DISMISSAL
Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluial

Peaple Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!



	Bread and Wine are Shared

