
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of Advent Lessons and Carols 

From Darkness to Light 
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Today’s Lessons and Carols are built around the Great O Antiphons of Advent, ancient chants that 

originated in the 5th or 6th century. Each chant describes a characteristic or name of God and a vision 

of the time when spiritual darkness turns to light.  As we light the candles, may we each hold in our 

heart all who seek the healing light of justice, healing, mercy, and joy.  

  

The O Antiphons bring a wide representation of imagery and imagination to describe the Divine: 

Wisdom; Source of Order; Fire; Morning Star; Cornerstone; Root; Key; and finally: God that dwells 

within us. As you hear them, you may want to use this imagery to help you experience that particular 

aspect of the sacred in your life or in the world around you.  
 

 

MATIN RESPONSORY 

 

All stand.  

BLESSING OF THE LIGHT 

Presider:     The Lord is my light and my salvation: 

All: Our God shall change the darkness into light. 

P: Blessed are you, Lord God, Creator of the day and of the night. 

 As darkness falls, we ask you to reveal to us the light of your presence.  Dispel the 

darkness of our hearts and of our world, that we may walk as children of light and 

sing your praises. 

All: Blessed be God forever.  Amen 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 66 “Come, thou long-expected Jesus” 

 
 

ADVENT BIDDING 

 
The people are seated. 
 



FIRST LESSON  John 1:1-5, 10-14  
 

ANTHEM    “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” by John Rutter  

 

COLLECT   
The first candle is lit. 
 
 

SECOND LESSON  Genesis 3:1-15 
 
ANTHEM    “Adam Lay Ybounden” by Howard Skempton 

     

ANTIPHON  

The second candle is lit. 
  

   

 

THIRD LESSON  Exodus 3:1-6  
 

HYMN 61    “Sleepers, awake!”  

 

                                                     Hymn printed on next page 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

        



ANTIPHON 

The third candle is lit. 
  

   

 

FOURTH LESSON  Isaiah 9:2-7 
   
ANTHEM     “Sure on this Shining Night” by Morten Lauridsen 

   
ANTIPHON 

The fourth candle is lit. 
    
 

 

FIFTH LESSON  Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

HYMN 67    “Comfort, comfort ye my people” 

 



ANTIPHON  

The fifth candle is lit. 
 

    

  

SIXTH LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-9 
  
HYMN 81    “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming” 

 
 

ANTIPHON 

The sixth candle is lit. 



SEVENTH LESSON  Luke 1:26-38 
 
 ANTHEM      “O Magnum Mysterium” by Tomas Luis de Victoria  

 

ANTiphon 

The seventh candle is lit. 
  

  

 

EIGHTH LESSON  Luke 2:1-15 

 

HYMN 102                           “Once in royal David’s City” (v. 1, 2, 4, 6) 

 
2. He came down to earth from Heaven, 

 Who is God and Lord of all. 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall. 

With the poor, the scorned, the lowly, 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

4.  And our eyes at least shall see him,  

Through his own redeeming love;  

For that child who seemed so helpless 

Is our Lord in heaven above. 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 

 

6. Not so in that poor lowly stable, 

With the Oxen standing round,  

We shall see him; but in heaven  

where his saints his throne surround; 

Christ, revealed to faithful eye 

Set at God’s right hand on high--- 

 

ANTIPHON 

The eighth candle is lit. 
  

 



NINTH LESSON  Luke 1:68-79 

 

ANTHEM    “The Blessed Son of God” by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

COLLECT 

The ninth candle is lit. 
  

 

INTERCESSIONS 

 

  
 

ADVENT BLESSING 

 

HYMN 82         “Of the Father’s love begotten” 

    
 



DISMISSAL   

 
Go in peace to prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

All are invited to a reception in the Undercroft following the service. 
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READERS: Elizabeth Fisher, Annie Landenberger, Gabriel Sistare, Anne Black, Diane Morris, Thomas Evans, 
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UPCOMING SERVICES 

 

Available In-Person & by Livestream  
 
Christmas Eve Pageant and Holy Communion, Sunday December 24, 4 pm 

 

Festival Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion, Sunday December 24, 8 pm 

 

Christmas Day Service, Monday December 25, 10 am  

 

Christmas Lessons & Carols, Sunday December 31, 10:15 am 
  

 

 

  


