
 
A Christ-Centered Community of  Practice Awaking to the Abiding Presence of  God 

 
                   THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

 WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 

 

PRELUDE     “Consolation” and “Confidence” from “Songs without Words”  

                                by Felix Mendelssohn 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

After the Announcements, a period of silence is kept.    

HYMN                                            The Hymnal 525  

HYMN PRINTED ON NEXT PAGE 



 

 

ACCLAMATION    

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  

Congregation  Glory to God for ever and ever.  

  



SONG OF PRAISE                                                                            

  
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.   
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue 

in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING                           2 Samuel 11: 26-12:13a 

Following the lesson... 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people 
  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 51:1-13 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * 
in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness * 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, * 
and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against you only have I sinned * 
and done what is evil in your sight. 

5 And so you are justified when you speak * 
and upright in your judgment. 

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 
a sinner from my mother's womb. 

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 
and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 
that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

10 Hide your face from my sins * 
and blot out all my iniquities. 



11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

12 Cast me not away from your presence * 
and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

THE SECOND READING                                                                                  Ephesians 4: 

1 - 16 

Following the lesson... 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN                                                                                                          The Hymnal 617 

HYMN PRINTED ON NEXT PAGE 



 

 



HOLY GOSPEL         John 6: 24 – 35  

Preceding the Gospel... 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Following the Gospel...  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                 The Reverend adwoa Wilson 

 
After the sermon a period of silence is kept 

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S CREATION, 
FOR THE WORLD, AND FOR THE CHURCH 

  
The Leader bids us to pray for the sick and suffering, for those who have asked for our prayer, for those who rejoice in 

life events and for those who have died.  

Intercessor:    Lord, in your mercy 
People:     Hear our prayer 
 
Celebrant:                       Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen 

 

The Celebrant bids 

 THE PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be always with you. 
 And also with you. 
 



 Following the Peace, the Celebrant recites a sentence from Holy Scripture; all prepare for the Holy Eucharist. 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER 

OFFERTORY HYMN      The Hymnal 693, vs 1-4  

 

OFFERING 

During the hymn, ushers pass the offering plates. Representatives from the parish bring the people’s offerings of food 
bread and wine for the Eucharist, and money for mission and ministry to the Altar.  You may also make a donation 
online at www.stmichaelsvermont.org under “Give” & “Give Online.” Our ministry at St. Michael’s depends on your 
generosity.  Thank you!   
 

 

http://www.stmichaelsvermont.org/


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

                         The Lord be with you. 

People                 And also with you. 

Celebrant            Lift up your hearts, 

People                 We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant            Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 

People                 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant praises God for God’s creation and love. Then all sing the Sanctus together: 

 

 

The Presider recalls and makes present for all Jesus’ life and last supper.  



So now we do as Jesus did. We take this bread and this wine, the produce of the earth and the fruit 
of human labor, 
 
In these, Jesus has promised to be present; 
through these, Christ can make us whole.  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.  

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,    
we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  

 

Celebrant:   Come all you who hunger and thirst, come and eat, come and drink.  

 

At St. Michael's, we believe that God's love is unconditional.  We welcome all people and we affirm the worth, dignity, 

and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God.  In our celebration of the Eucharist, there is no one here who is 

ineligible or unwelcome; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs.  This is the table of a loving God set for all 

creation through the power of Jesus Christ. You, who are part of that creation, are welcome. Gluten-free wafers and 

grape juice are available. If you would like either, please indicate that preference to the liturgical minister. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 



with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

BLESSING 

HYMN                                 The Hymnal 527 

 



           

DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE      “Short Organ Piece No. 19” by Jan Bender 

 

Participants Today 

Annie Landenberger, lay assistant; Laura Frey and Sherry Stimmel, readers and element 

bearers; Joyce Vining Morgan, intercessor; Miranda Smith, chalicer; Andy & Elise 

Burrows, ushers; John Byrnes, Kiersten McKenney and Sue Dyer, Altar Guild. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



At St. Michael’s we believe that God’s love is unconditional.  We welcome all people and we 
affirm the worth, dignity, and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God. 

 

• WELCOME TO VISITORS!   All are welcome at this table. If you have any questions about the 
liturgy, location of the bathrooms, or anything else, please ask one of the ushers or greeters.  Thank 
you for joining us today.   

• GLUTEN FREE WAFERS AND GRAPE JUICE are available for Communion at both 8:00 am 
and 10: 15 services. Please make yourselves known to the priest when you come up for Communion. 

• CHILDREN ARE WELCOME HERE!   There are clipboards with paper and crayons, as well as 
activity bags with coloring books at the back of the Sanctuary for children who are interested in 
coloring or drawing during the service.   Feel free to come in and out of the worship area as needed 
with your children!  Please ask an usher if you need assistance. 

• NURSERY CARE IS AVAILBLE for young children during the service. Please ask the ushers for 
directions. 

ST. MICHAEL'S WEEKDAY WORSHIP  

Morning Prayer, 8-8:30 am, Monday- Friday on Zoom, Tues-Thursday in the Chapel 

Breakfast with the Psalms, 8:30 – 10:00 am, every other Wednesday at The Works, Brattleboro 

Eucharist with the Saints, 12 noon-12:30, Wednesday in the Chapel 

  Contemplative Worship, 5:30-6:00 pm, Thursday in the Chapel, in-person and on Zoom 

Centering Prayer, 8 am, Saturday in the Chapel  

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: Duncan Hilton & Bethany Hobbs, Thursday and Andy & 

Elise Burrows, Saturday. 

SUMMER FUN FOR ST. MICHAEL’S KIDS EACH SUNDAY MORNING, 10:15 IN THE 

UNDERCROFT: During the summer, we keep building community with our children and youth 

by offering activities during the first part of Sunday church. Summer Fun is taking place in the 

Undercroft at 10:15 and, depending on the ages of the group and the weather, we will have a story, 

simple snack, crafts, outside time and/or games.  Volunteers will rotate helping out. The kids will 

join the congregation at the Peace so that they can participate in Holy Communion and the 

Blessing.   

TREE DEDICATION IN HONOR OF JEAN SMITH’S MINISTRY AT ST. MICHAEL’S, 

NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 9AM: When Priest Associate Jean Smith and her husband, Peter, 

moved to Connecticut last winter, we promised to plant a flowering cherry tree in honor of Jean’s 

very fruitful ministry with St. Michael’s.  Now, thanks to the work of Judy Davidson, the tree is 

planted! We invited Jean to come back to St. Michael’s on Sunday, August 11 so that we can offer 

prayers of dedication for the tree in thanksgiving for her ministry.  We will gather outside with the 

tree following the 8 am service (approximately 9am), then share some food and fellowship in the 

Undercroft prior to the 10:15am service.  Please join us for this special occasion!  

JOIN THE PSALM GROUP'S SUMMER STUDY OF RUTH, AUGUST 15: The Works Cafe 

Psalm Study continues to invite people to join us once or often! After a wonderful study of Jonah, 

we have just begun to study the book of Ruth, which will occupy us for most of the summer. This 

book of family loyalty is set during the time of earthly harvest and shares something about how 

the hesed (of God) can be experienced through our commitments to one another. It also sends echoes 

out in surprising directions both in the Old Testament and the New Testament. The "Ruth-Psalms" 



Study will meet August 15 and 28, from 8:30am-10:00am. Along with manuscript, pens, and 

colored pencils, coffee will be provided! Please bring your own mug. 

THE ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC IS COMING AUGUST 25! On Sunday August 25, 

we will celebrate summer with our Annual Parish Picnic. Please join us for this celebration at 

Kate & Dana McGinn’s beautiful home on Lake Spofford from 12 – 4 pm. The Vestry will 

provide hot dogs, hamburgers and drinks. Please bring a side dish or dessert and your 

bathing suit for swimming and outdoor activities. There are also plenty of chairs for porch-

sitting. Directions to the McGinn’s house will be available at the church. Please RSVP by 

August 20 by emailing Kate at kjmcginn17@gmail.com or by signing up in the Common 

Room.  

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CHOIR?  It’s August, which means it won’t be 

long until the St. Michael’s choir resumes again after Labor Day when our summer break 

ends.  My first year leading the choir was filled with learning how things have been done 

here at St. Michael’s, as well as the choir adjusting to some of the ways I operate that are 

different from they were used to.  But it was a joy making music together, singing familiar 

anthems (some in a different way than the choir was used to) as well as learning some new 

ones, including a couple of my own compositions.                                      

We are always looking for new choir members, and we particularly need more sopranos 

(highest voices) and tenors (typically high male voices, or very low female voices).  You need 

not be a polished or trained singer, although having some experience singing in a choir 

and/or some familiarity with reading music is of course helpful.  

If you are interested in trying out the choir, you can certainly come and sit in on rehearsals 

until you feel comfortable committing to singing with the choir during the 

services.  Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 8:45 am before the 10:15 am services. Contact 

Keane (keane@stmichaelsvermont.org) with any questions. 

 

NEW FOYER GROUPS FOR THE FALL! We are happy to announce that, beginning 

in September, we will be forming new St. Michael’s foyer groups. As you may know, during 

the past year, five St. Michael’s foyer groups have been actively meeting, sharing meals, and 

forming new friendships.  The participants all report that these foyers have been a rich and 

wonderful way to get to know each other outside of regular Sunday activities. 

 

As a bit of background, church foyer dinner groups first arose in England in 1940, in the 

aftermath of the destruction during the German bombings.  They began as groups of 

parishioners who believed that understanding between peoples can best come when they 

know each other better.  Since then, foyers have been used in many parishes to encourage 

community and deepen fellowship within the parish family. 

 

Here's how St. Michael’s foyer groups will be formed.  Those interested let us know a bit 

about who you are and what you are interested in. We will then organize groups of 6-10 

individuals and designate a facilitator to help organize the group meetings via email.  Over a 

period of 6-8 months, each group will arrange potluck meals at participants’ homes or at an 

mailto:keane@stmichaelsvermont.org


agreed-upon location such as a park or in the undercroft. Meals can be simple as a casserole 

or pizza and a salad.  

 

So if you'd like to join a group, please email John Spooner at 

jspooner52@gmail.com by September 10.  Please include the following information: 

 

• Your name, email, phone 

• Names of any additional family members who wish to participate 

• Additionally, you may if you choose indicate any particular interests you have or things you care 

most about.  These might include things such as families with kids, couples, singles, LGBTQ+ issues, travel, 

or gardening 
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