
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 

Christmas Lessons and Carols 

December 28, 2025 
 

PRELUDE “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” by Johannes Brahms 

HYMN        Angels From The Realms Of Glory       The Hymnal,93 

 
 



 
BIDDING PRAYER 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
  
FIRST LESSON          Genesis 3: 8–15; 17–19  
God confronts Adam; sin enters the world 
  
  

LEVAS 21       Go Tell It On The Mountain 

 
 
SECOND LESSON       Genesis 22: 15–18   

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed all the world shall be blessed. 
  



HYMN 107       Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

  
THIRD LESSON                                                                   Isaiah 9: 2; 6–7 
The Prophet foretells the coming of a savior. 
  

HYMN 105       God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen   



 
 
FOURTH LESSON                                               Luke 1: 26-38 
The Angel Gabriel announces good news to Mary. 
  

HYMN 109        The First Nowell, vs 1-3    



 
  



FIFTH LESSON                 Luke 1:39-55 

Mary visits Elizabeth, and sings the Magnificat 
 
HYMN 128      We Three Kings, v. 1,3,5        

 
SIXTH LESSON                             Luke 2: 1-7  
Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.  
  

 



HYMN 89      It Came Upon The Midnight Clear, vs 1 + 4 

 
 
SEVENTH LESSON                                                Luke 2:8-16 
The Shepherds go to the Manger. 
  

 
 



 
LEVAS 27           Away in a manger   

 
 
EIGHTH LESSON                                         Matthew 2:1-12   

The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus.  
  

HYMN 112  In the bleak midwinter 



 
NINTH LESSON                                                            John 1:1-14 
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
  
THE OFFERING  
 An offering will be taken during the singing of the next hymn.   
 

HYMN 81            Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
 



 
COLLECT 
  
BLESSING  
  
HYMN 96           Angels we have heard on high 



  

DISMISSAL   
 
POSTLUDE         “All Praise to Thee, Eternal God” by Johann Pachelbel   
 
 

         Readers This Morning 
 

 William Stearns 
Craig Hammond 

Annamarie Pluhar 
Kate McGinn 

Margery McCrum 
Ann Ely 



Jenny Karstad 
Maida McKenna 

 Craig Irvine 
 

      Thanks to Those Who Serve This Morning  

   Andy & Elise Burrows – Ushers 

Sher Wilson -- Healing Minister 

Maida McKenna & friends ~ Coffee Hour hour hosts 

 
 

Advent Greens & Christmas Flowers are given 

To the glory of God: 

From Chris Hart 

From Belle Coles 

From Jared Rediske 

 

In thanksgiving: 

For the warm welcome of the people of St. Michael’s, from Susie Webster-Toleno 

 

In memory of:  

Our parents, Richard and Grace Karstad, and Hannelore Polley from Jenny Karstad and Iris Polley 

Daniel Dobson, from Susan Gantt Kubert 

Bruce Hesselbach and Jennifer Hocursak, from Carol Hesselbach 

Alfred A. Cramer, from Janet Cramer 

Timothy Gallagher and Nancy & Halsey Hicks, from Pam & Paul Gallagher 

Our grandparents Sandy and Mary Sistare, Hermann and Barbara Ziel, Donna and George Pesut, 

from Erin Pesut & Gabriel Sistare 

Pete Davidson, from Judy & Jack Davidson 

George Lewis, from Laura Lewis and Louise Larsen 

Rich Blazej, Doris E. Spahr, Doris W & August Spahr, Jr., from Lucy Spahr-Blazej  

Thomas C. Ely, from Ann Ely 

My brother and sister, from Judy Walker 

Family members, from Doug and Ann Switzer 

The McGee family, the Swift Family, and Marge Turek, from Judith McGee 

Judy Wagenbach and DG McBean, from Karen Davis 

The Holvino family, from Evangelina Holvino 



John Mamrych and Rev. Harland G. Lewis, from Jeff Lewis and Suzann Jones 

My parents Edgar and Elizabeth Buttenheim Maxwell, from Gay Maxwell 

Our brothers, Samuel and Michael, from Nicholas and Dorothy Porter 

Ralph and Hope, from Chris Chapman 

My mother, Phyllis Lindquist, from Mary Lindquist 

 

At St. Michael’s we believe that God’s love is unconditional.  We welcome all people 
and we affirm the worth, dignity, and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God. 

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 

 WELCOME TO VISITORS!   All are welcome at this table. If you have any questions about 
the liturgy, location of the bathrooms, or anything else, please ask one of the ushers or 
greeters.  Thank you for joining us today.   

 TO RECEIVE THE RITE OF HEALING: Trained lay healing ministers are available in 
the chapel to pray with you individually before or after you receive communion.   A healing 
minister will say prayers, lay her or his hands upon you, and anoint you with consecrated oil. 
You can come for yourself, for another person, for a need or for a thanksgiving.   Please ask 
ushers for assistance if you have questions. 

 GLUTEN FREE WAFERS AND GRAPE JUICE are available for Communion at both 
8:00 am and 10: 15 services. Please make yourselves known to the priest when you come up 
for Communion. 

 CHILDREN ARE WELCOME HERE!   There are clipboards with paper and crayons, 
as well as activity bags with coloring books at the back of the Sanctuary for children who are 
interested in coloring or drawing during the service.   Feel free to come in and out of the 
worship area as needed with your children!  Please ask an usher if you need assistance. 

 



ST. MICHAEL'S WEEKDAY WORSHIP  

Morning Prayer, 8-8:30 am, Monday-Friday on Zoom, Tuesday -Thursday in the Chapel 
Bible Study, 8:30-10 am, every 2nd, 4th, and 5th Wednesday at The Brattleboro Food Co-op 

Centering Prayer, 11:30-11:55 am, Wednesday in the Chapel 
Eucharist with the Saints, 12 noon-12:30, Wednesday in the Chapel 

Contemplative Worship, 5:30-6:00 pm, Thursday in the Chapel, in-person and on Zoom 
Centering Prayer, 8 am, Saturday in the Chapel 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to MJ Woodburn and Christine Gauthier, today; Annamarie Pluhar 
and Laurel Harrison, Tuesday; Caleb Webb, Thursday; Robert Peeples, Friday; Joslyn 
Haineswood and Rachel Fox, Saturday.  
 


 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. MICHAEL’S 
 January 8, 7:30 PM: Compline service  
 January 11 during coffee hour: Compassion In Action (CIA) team gathering 
 January 17, 10:30 AM: Windham County NAACP Freedom Fund Brunch (see eNews for 

more info) 
 January 18: Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday 



 January 25: St. Michael’s Annual Meeting 
 
 
NO FORUM OR SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY: Children of all ages are encouraged to stay 
with their adults and sing and hear the Christmas story today. We will begin our regular schedule 
next Sunday, January 4. 
 

ADULT FORUM: The Forum resumes next Sunday morning from 9-10 in the Meeting Room. All 
are welcome to join in.   

 January 4:  Sharing our Practices To celebrate the New Year, Mary Lindquist will facilitate 
a conversation about practices we engage in that help us feel grounded, close to God and/or 
close to one another.  What has worked well for you? What has not worked?  What would 
you like to try?  Please be prepared to share your experiences and your stories.  

 
COMPLINE SERVICE, BEGINNING JANUARY 8 
Starting Thursday January 8 at 7:30pm, St. Michael's will begin offering a Candlelight Choral 
Compline service.  Compline is a service of the Divine Office that takes place at the end of the day 
before going to bed.  The entire service will be sung by the choir, led by our Director of Music 
Keane Southard, mostly in plainchant but also with some choral settings.  The service will last about 
20 minutes and will continue on the second Thursday of each month at 7:30pm until the 
summer.  Come end your day with this ancient contemplative service 
 
COMPLINE USHER NEEDED  
Are you willing to come early to St. Michael’s first Compline Service on Thursday, January 8 and 
welcome people as an usher?  The service is a short 20 minutes long and the ushering duties are 
light!  Please contact Susie in the office if you are able to 
service, parishadmin@stmichaelsvermont.org 
 
CIA – COMPASSION IN ACTION TEAM GATHERING Sunday, January 11 during 
Coffee Hour   
A new ministry is forming around concrete, practical and time-limited offerings of Compassion in 
Action, or CIA.  Past examples of this are the Advent collections of food and clothing for people in 
need in our community, the diaper drive, the MLK Day of Service, the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper Fundraiser, to name a few.  We need not do what we have done in the past!  We wonder 
about ideas that you might have? The hope is that small groups of folks team-up to organize one or 
two CIA offerings a year and thereby allow the congregation to participate in acts of compassion, or 
“praying by doing.”  Interested in knowing more?  Plan come to a gathering on Sunday, January 11 
after the 10:15am service.  We will gather at a couple tables at the back of the Undercroft during 
Coffee Hour.  Bring your ideas, inspiration and curiosity! 
 
PLEASE SIGN UP TO HOST COFFEE HOUR IN 2026! Many thanks to all the generous 
people who have hosted Coffee Hour in 2025. We sure love to eat and visit with one another!  It is a 
new year and we have many open slots in January and February for Coffee Hour hosts. The sign-up 
sheet is in the Common Room. If you've never done it before, we can help orient you, or find 
someone to assist you.  Please contact Rosie with any questions at rosie@wojnet.org 

 
 

 
  


