ST. MICHAEL'S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

A Christ-Centered Community of Practice Awaking to the Abiding Presence of God

JANUARY 11, 2026
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

PRELUDE “Evening Prayer” Engelbert Humperdinck arr. Aubrey Tucker

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Alfter the Annonncements, a period of silence is kept.  Please stand when you bear the music for the first hynmn.
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Jes-us, Lord, to thee we raise,
2 Man-i - fest at Jor - dan’s stream, Pro-phet, Priest, and  King su- preme;
3 Man-i - fest in mak - ing whole  pal-sied limbs and faint-ing soul;
4 Man-i - fest on  moun - tain height, shin-ing in  re - splen-dent light,
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man - i - fest-ed by the  star to the sa-ges from a - far
and at Ca-na, wed - ding-guest, in thy God-hecad man-i - fest;
man - i - fest in val - iant fight, quell-ing all the  dev-il's might

where dis - ci-ples  filled with awe thy trans - fi - gured glo - ry saw.
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branch of roy - al Da - vid's stem in  thy birth at  Beth - le - hem;
man - i - fest in power di - vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - o wine;
man - i - fest in gra - cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill;
When from there thou led - dest them stead-fast o Je - ru - sa- lem,
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an - thems be o thee  ad-dressed, (-od in madc man-i - fest.
an - thems be 1o thee ad-dressed, God in  man madc man-i - fest.
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in  man made man-i - fest.
cross and Eas - ter  Day at - test God in man made man-i - fest.
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Words: Sts. 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984). St. 4, Copyright © The Church
Pension Fund. Music: Salzburg, melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).

ACCLAMATION

Celebrant Blessed be God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

The Hymmnal, 135



SONG OF PRAISE
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Glo - i, Lkr - ria, Llo - i, glo - o God on  high!
jGlo - ria, glo - ria, glo - ria en lm ul tur-as a Dios!
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And on ecarth be peace to the peo-ple in whom God is well  pleased.

Yen la te - rra pa: pa-raa-que-llos ... quea-ma el Se - for.
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Setting: Pablo Sona, Argenting © 1959 Pablo Sona, admin. OCT Publications
Used by permission. All nghts reserved

COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the
covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Lsazah 42: 1-9

Following the lesson...

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
Thanks be to God



PSALM 29

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.

9 And in the temple of the Lord *
all are crying, "Glory!"

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

THE SECOND READING

Acts 10: 34-43



HYMN

The Hymnal, 121
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I Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spi-rit on you came,
2 God called you his be - lov-ed Son, called you his ser - vant true,
3 Straight - way and stead-fast un - il death you then o-beyed his  call
4 Bap - tize us with your Spi-rit, Lord, your cross on us be signed,
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as  peace-ful  as a  dove and yet as ur-gent as a flame.
sent  you his king-dom to pro-claim, his  ho - ly will to do.
free - Iy as Son of Man to serve and give your life for  all
that, like - wise in God's ser - vice we may per-fect free-dom  find.
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Words: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev. Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Music: Caithness, melody from The Psalmes
of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

Preceding the Gospel...
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

THE GOSPEL Matthew 3: 13-17

Following the Gospel...
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Reverend adwoa Wilson

After the sermon a period of silence is kept
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S CREATION,
FOR THE WORLD, AND FOR THE CHURCH

The Leader bids us to pray for the sick and suffering, for those who have asked for our prayer, for those who rejoice in life events
and for those who have died.

Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy.
Peaple: Hear our prayer.
THE CONFESSION

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Celebrant bids

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Following the Peace, the Celebrant recites a sentence from Holy Scripture; all prepare for the Holy Eucharist.

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER



J.S. Bach/ Charles Gounod

THE ANTHEM “Ave Maria”
Jill Malin, soprano; Charlotte Malin Collins, violin
Al stand to sing
OFFERTORY HYMN
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1 The sin less one to Jor - dan came,
2 Up ris ing from the wat - ers there,
3 A - bove him see the heaven - Iy Dove,
4 How blest that mis - sion then be - gun
5 O Christ, may we bap - tized from sin,
6 On you may all your peo - ple feed,
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1 and in the riv. - er shared our stain;
2 the Fa - ther’s voice did then de - clare
3 the sign of God the Fa - ther’s love,
1 heal and save a race un - done!
5 go forth with you a world o win:
6 and know you are the Bread in - deed,
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1 God's right cous - ness he thus ful - filled,
2 that Christ, the Son of God, had come
3 now by the Ho - Iy Spi - rit shed
4 Straight o the wil - der - ness he goes
5 grant us the Ho - Iy Spi - rit's power
6 who gives ¢ - ter - nal life to those
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1 and chose the path his Fa - ther willed.
2 1w lead his scat - tered peo - ple home.
3 wp on the Son's a - noint - ed head.
14 1o wres tle with his peo - ple's foes.
5 1o shield us in temp - ta - tion's hour.
6 that with you died, and with you rose.

Words: G. B. Timms (b. 1910), alt. From English Praise. By permission of Oxford University Press. Music: Solemnis haec
festivitas, melody from Gradwale, 1685; harm. Arthur Hutchings (b, 1906). By permission of Oxford University Press.

OFFERING

The Hymnal, 120

During the hymn, ushers pass the offering plates. Representatives from the parish bring the people’s offerings of bread
and wine for the Eucharist, and money for mission and ministry to the Altar. To give online, text the message
“GiveStMichaels” to the number 73256.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The people remain standing. The Presider says

The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Presider  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People Tt is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant praises God for God’s creation and love. Then all sing the Sanctus together.



SANCTUS

Hoby, hoby, holy, hoby,

Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.

Hosanna in the bighest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant recalls (and makes present for all) Jesus’ life and last supper.
Presider and People

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Presider asks the Holy Spirit to consecrate the bread and the wine to be God's holy food.

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

Peaple and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAD IS BROKEN

The Celebrant breafks the consecrated Bread.

LEVAS, 255



Antiphon
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Music: Jack Warren Bumam (b, 1946). Copyright © 1986 Jack Warren Bumam

Celebrant: 'The Body of Christ given for the life of the world.

BREAD AND WINE ARE SHARED

Invitation to Receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion

At St. Michael's, we believe that God's love is unconditional. We welcome all peaple and we affirm the worth, dignity, and gifts
of every person as a beloved child of God. In our celebration of the Eucharist, there is no one here who is ineligible or unwelcome;
10 one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. This is the table of a loving God set for all creation through the power of Jesus
Christ. You, who are part of that creation, are welcome.

Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. If you wonld like either, please indicate that preference to the liturgical minister.
Receive the Bread in your open palm followed by the Common Cup, taking the cup by its base and guiding it to your lips. You
may also receive the Bread only, with arms folded over your chest afterwards. Or if you wish to come to the Altar for a blessing
only, please fold your arms over your chest. *



WE ARE SENT AND GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD

Following Communion, the congregation stands to say the final prayer:

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

You have graciously accepted us as living members
Of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

And you have fed us with spiritual food

In the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

And grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

With gladness and singleness of heart;

Through Christ our Lord. Amen

BLESSING
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I Thy strong  worddid cleave the dark - ness;  at thy specak - ing
2 lo, on thosewho dwelt in dark - ness, dark as night and
3 Thy strong  word be - speaks us  right - cous; bright with thine own
4 God the Fa-ther, Light-Cre - a - tor, o thee laud and

.
it was done; for cre - at - ed  light we thank thee,
deep  as death, broke the light of thy sal - va - tion,
ho - li - ness, glo - rious now, we  press toward glo - ry,
hon - or be; o thee, Light of Light be - got - ten,
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breathed thine own life - giv - ing breath: Al-le - lu-ia, al-le -
and our lives our hopes con-fess:  Al-le - lu-ia, al - le -
praise  be sung ¢ - ter - nal - ly; Ho-ly Spi-rit, Light-Re -
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lu - ial Praise to thee who  light dost send! Al-le - lu-ia,
lu - ial Praise to thee who  light dost send! Al-le -  lu-ia,
lu - ial Praise to thee who  light dost send! Al-le - lu-ia,
veal - er, glo - ry, glo - ry be 10 thee; mor-tals, an-gels,
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al -le - lu - gal Al - le - lu - ia with - out end!
al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!
al < le - lu - al Al - le - Iu . ia with - out end!
now and ev - er praise the Ho - Iy Tri - ni -1y

The Alleluias in stanzas 1-3 may be sung antiphonally.

Words: Martin H. Franzmann (1907-1976). From Worship Supplement. Copyright © 1969, Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission. Music: Ton-y Botel, Thomas John Williams (1869-1944)

Children are invited to process out with the liturgical party and say the dismissal.

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE “Fugue or Voluntary”

Participants

The Hymnal, 381

William: S elby

10:15: The Reverend adwoa Wilson, preacher; The Reverend Mary Lindquist, celebrant, The
Reverend Lars Hunter, Deacon; Alex O’Pray, lay assistant; William Stearns and Craig
Hammond, readers and element bearers; Joyce Vining Morgan, intercessor; Brian Morgan and
Betsy Bates, ushers; Annamarie Pluhar and Ricky Davidson, chalicers; Sher Wilson, healing
minister; Judy Walker and Carol Hesselbach, Altar Guild; Upper EI Class, coffee hour hosts.
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At St. Michael’s we believe that God’s love is unconditional. We welcome all people and we
affirm the worth, dignity, and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God.

WELCOME TO VISITORS! All are welcome at this table. If you have any questions about the
liturgy, location of the bathrooms, or anything else, please ask one of the ushers or greeters. Thank
you for joining us today.

GLUTEN FREE WAFERS AND GRAPE JUICE are available for Communion at both 8:00 am
and 10: 15 services. Please make yourselves known to the priest when you come up for Communion.

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME HERE! There are clipboards with paper and crayons, as well as
activity bags with coloring books at the back of the Sanctuary for children who are interested in
coloring or drawing during the service. Feel free to come in and out of the worship area as needed
with your children! Please ask an usher if you need assistance.

CARE IS AVAILBLE for children during the service. Please ask the ushers for directions.

ST. MICHAEL'S WEEKDAY WORSHIP
Morning Prayer, 8-8:30 am, Monday-Friday, on Zoom and in-person Tues-Thursday in the Chapel
Breakfast with the Psalms, 8:30 — 10 am, The Works, Main St., Brattleboro
Centering Prayer, 11:30-11:55 am, Wednesday in the Chapel
Eucharist with the Saints, 12 noon-12:30, Wednesday in the Chapel
Contemplative Worship, 5:30-6:00 pm, Thursday in the Chapel, in-person and on Zoom
Centering Prayer, 8 am, Saturday in the Chapel

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Bruce Griftin, Thursday.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. MICHAEL’S

Today during coffee hour: Compassion In Action (CIA) team gathering

January 17, 10:30 AM: Windham County NAACP Freedom Fund Brunch (see eNews for
more information)

January 18, both services: Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday at St. Michael's

January 18, noon: Budget Review Meeting
January 25, 8 AM: Baptism of Alden Webb
January 25: St. Michael's Annual Meeting after 10:15 service

UPPER EL COFFEE HOUR TODAY!!! Today the Upper El Class (Grades 4-6) will host
Coftee Hour. In addition to other food, they will provide a cake in honor of today's celebration of
the Baptism of Jesus. Please be sure to thank the kids and the parents who are helping to provide
food for our time of fellowship.

ADULT FORUM Weekly from 9-10 AM in the Meeting Room. .

Today: Elders Ministry

In this Forum, the 3* in the series presented by the Elders Ministry, we will explore in more
depth Gate 2 in the Map for Navigating the Journey to the End - The Slippery Slope
(“Compromise,” in McCullough's model). Following a brief introduction, a panel of experts,
facilitated by Rob Szpila, will offer examples of the key challenges faced at this stage, such as
cognitive health, driving, and physical safety. In small groups and plenary, we will also
explore concerns and helpful strategies at this stage

January 18: Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?

The adult forum is an interactive discussion of the implications of Becoming Beloved
Community in 2026. Informed by the title of the Rev. Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.’s 1967



monumental text, “Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?, the adult forum invites
attendees to reflect on fundamental questions of King’s social Gospel. Who is my neighbor?
How am I to relate to the stranger? Is there an obligation to align the social contract to the
Gospel of Jesus? Led by Reverend Charles Wynder, Jr.

CIA — COMPASSION IN ACTION TEAM GATHERING today during Coffee Hour

A new ministry is forming around concrete, practical and time-limited offerings of Compassion in
Action, or CIA. Past examples of this are the Advent collections of food and clothing for people in
need in our community, the diaper drive, the MLLK Day of Service, the Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper Fundraiser, to name a few. We need not do what we have done in the past! We wonder
about ideas that you might have? The hope is that small groups of folks team-up to organize one or
two CIA offerings a year and thereby allow the congregation to participate in acts of compassion, or
“praying by doing.” Interested in knowing more? We’ll gather during coffee hour to talk this
through.

REFUGEE MINISTRY INVITES ALL TO AN OPEN HOUSE: JANUARY 14

Please join us for an Open House on Wednesday, January 14, from 4 to 7pm at the new
Multicultural Community Center (MCC) at 28 Vernon Street, Brattleboro. There will be an
opportunity to match the need for services identified in research by UVM with your expertise and
interests such as conversation partners, navigating educational and health services, career and
employment support, assistance in forms and applications, and childminding. Most of the programs
will be delivered at the MCC at times that meet the availability of the New Vermonters and
volunteers. You can truly help New Vermonters on their journey to self-sufficiency.

JANUARY 18 IS MLK SUNDAY

We are honored to welcome the Reverend Charles Wynder, Jr. (a friend of Cliff and Wylene Wood!)
to be St. Michael’s MLK preacher this year. Reverend Wynder is the Dean of Chapel & Spiritual Life
and The Charles Dickey Faculty Chair for Religion and Ethics at St. Paul’s School in Concord, New
Hampshire. Prior to his position at St. Paul’s School, he served on the Presiding Bishop’s Staff of
The Episcopal Church, where he worked to enhance the Episcopal Church’s capacity for advocacy,
witness, and engagement to advance social and racial justice. Reverend Wynder earned his Master of
Divinity Degree from the Episcopal Divinity School.

BUDGET REVIEW MEETING, January 18, 12pm

St. Michael’s draft budget for 2026 will be available soon for your review. This will be an
opportunity to meet with our treasurer Gwen Mousin, hear an overview, and ask questions prior to
the Annual Meeting.

PARISH ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY, January 25

It is January, and it’s time for us to give thanks for our ministries in 2025 and look with hope and
vision to our ministries in 2026 at our Annual Meeting! Last year, we got snowed out and had the
Meeting on Zoom. This year we hope to meet in person after the 10:15am service with a light lunch
in the Undercroft, followed by our meeting. (We will also provide a Zoom link for the meeting for
anyone who would like to participate from home.) During this meeting, we will view our annual
slide show, hear reports, and elect four new members of the Vestry. You can learn more about our
candidates, Ricky Davidson, Michael Hightower, Annamarie Pluhar, and Rosie Wojcik in this week’s
eNews. We'll also elect delegates to the Diocesan Convention. Childcare will be available. The
Annual Meeting is an important overview of the past and future of our ministrytogether. Please
make every effort to attend!

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY UPDATE



Our community-based Bible study meets at Brattleboro Co-op with a current focus on Genesis. We
meet every 2nd, 4th, and 5th Wednesdays, 8:30-10am. For more information, please
email adwoa@stmichaelsvermont.org

PLEASE SIGN UP TO HOST COFFEE HOUR IN 2026!

Many thanks to all the generous people who have hosted Coffee Hour in 2025. We sure love to eat
and visit with one another! Itis a new year and we have many open slots in January and February
for Coffee Hour hosts. The sign-up sheet is in the Common Room. If you've never done it before,
we can help orient you, or find someone to assist you. Please contact Rosie with any questions at
rosie(@wojnet.org




