
 
 

A Christ-Centered Community of  Practice Awaking to the Abiding Presence of  God 
 

MAY 10, 2026 
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 
  

PRELUDE   “Kyrie”           Girolamo Frescobaldi 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
After the Announcements, a period of silence is kept.    
 
HYMN IN PROCESSION                                  The Hymnal 204 
 

 
 
After the hymn, the Bishop says this opening acclamation responsively.  

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ is Risen.  
People   The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia.   
 
The Celebrant then continues 



   There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People   There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant   One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People   One God and Father of all. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE 

 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray.  
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour 
into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

WE PROCLAIM AND RESPOND 
TO HOLY SCRIPTURE 

  
A READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE                             Acts 17: 22-31 

              
After the reading the lector says 
  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
A period of silence is kept following the reading 

Remain seated  

PSALM 66: 7-18              BCP, p. 674 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 



8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me.                                                 

A READING FROM THE EARLY CHURCH                                    1 Peter 3: 13-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GRADUAL HYMN                                    The Hymnal, 292 

 
 
The people turn to face the Gospel book and remain standing for the reading of the Gospel    
            
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

THE GOSPEL                           John 14: 15-21 

Following the Gospel, the Celebrant says 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
SERMON                  The Right Reverend Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown 
 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES  

Presenters.   I present Bobby Crocker, Rachel Fox, Evangelina Holvino, Kira Storm, Leo Storm, Cary 
Storm, Xanthe Veltkamp, Jenna Webb for Confirmation. 

       I present Sher Wilson who desires to reaffirm her baptismal vows.  

The Bishop asks the candidates 

   Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 



Candidates    I do. 
 
Bishop        Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidates    I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 
 
After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 
 
  Will you who witness these vows do all in your 
  power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
 
People We will. 

The Celebrant then says these or similar words 

  Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ 
  and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT  

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and 
  fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the  
  prayers? 
 
People  I will, with God’s help. 



Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
  you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ? 
 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 
 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being? 
 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant    Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect,  
     sustain and renew the life of the Earth? 

People      I will, with God’s help. 

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation 
    Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

 
A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 



People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Then the Bishop says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin 
and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your 
Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in 
these your servants the covenant you made with them at their 
Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to 
perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
For Confirmation 
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; 
empower him for your service; and sustain him all the days 
of his life. Amen. 

 
For Reaffirmation 
N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you,  
direct and uphold you in the service of Christ and his  
kingdom. Amen. 

 
Then the Bishop says 
 

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever 
be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with 
them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of 
your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell 
with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
The Celebrant bids  
 
 THE PEACE 

     The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People           And also with you. 
 
Following the Peace, the Celebrant recites a sentence from Holy Scripture; all prepare for the Holy Eucharist. 
 

 
WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER 

ANTHEM    “Laudate Dominum”       W. A. Mozart 
Representatives from the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread, wine, money and food for the Drop-In Center to the Altar.   

All stand to sing  
OFFERTORY HYMN                         The Hymnal, 704             



 
 
During the hymn ushers pass the offering plates. Representatives from the parish bring the people’s offerings of food for the hungry, bread 
and wine for the Eucharist, and money for mission and ministry to the Altar.  
  
The people remain standing.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
The Celebrant praises God for God’s creation and love. Then all sing the Sanctus together:  



  
The People remain standing, if able. 
 
 
The Celebrant recalls and makes present for all Jesus’ life and last supper.   
 
Celebrant:  

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith 
 
All 
 Christ has died 
 Christ is risen 
 Christ will come again 
 
 
The Celebrant asks the Holy Spirit to consecrate the bread and the wine to be God’s holy food.  
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say,  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  



And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

BREAD IS BROKEN 
The Presider breaks the bread and all sing or the Fraction Anthem (to the tune of “For All the Saints”). 

God’s paschal lamb is sacrificed for us, 
Therefore with joy we keep the Easter feast; 
Forsaking sin, we share the bread of truth. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Now Christ is raised and will not die again; 
Death has no more dominion over him; 
Through him we die to sin and live to God. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Invitation to Receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

At St. Michael's, we believe that God's love is unconditional.  We welcome all people and we affirm the worth, dignity, and 
gifts of every person as a beloved child of God.  In our celebration of the Eucharist, there is no one here who is ineligible or 
unwelcome; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. This is the table of a loving God set for all creation through the 
power of Jesus Christ. You, who are part of that creation, are welcome.  

Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Please indicate that preference to the liturgical minister. 

 
BREAD AND WINE ARE SHARED 

 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Celebrant and People  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
   

 



WE ARE SENT AND GO FORTH 
INTO THE WORLD 

 
BLESSING 
 
After the blessing, all stand to sing the                     
HYMN                      The Hymnal, 386            

                     
 
At the back of the nave, the Celebrant & People say the  
DISMISSAL  

 
POSTLUDE    “March”            John Marsh 



 

PARTICIPANTS  

11 AM: The Right Reverend Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown, preacher and celebrant; The Reverend 
Mary Lindquist, Rector; The Reverend Lars Hunter, Deacon; Annie Landenberger, lay assistant; 
Michael Hightower and Kira Storm, readers and element bearers; Carol Hesselbach, intercessor; 
Betsy Bates and Brian Morgan, ushers; Miranda Smith and Craig Irvine, chalicers; Jenna Webb, 
Bobby Crocker, Kira Storm, Cary Storm, Leo Storm, Xanthe Veltkamp, Vangie Holvino, Rachel 
Fox, confirmands; Sher Wilson, renewal of vows; Joan Pinilla, John Daly, Biddy Neilson, Caroline 
Hammarlund, Patty Meyer, Judith Reichsmann, Jane Sbardella, Elizabeth Fisher, sponsors; Anne 
Black, healing minister; Judy Walker, Carol Hesselbach, and Lindsey Boss, Altar Guild; Cliff & 
Wylene Wood, Dan LaPenta & Janice Paran, coffee hour hosts. 



At St. Michael’s we believe that God’s love is unconditional.  We welcome all people and we 
affirm the worth, dignity, and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God.

 

 WELCOME TO VISITORS!   All are welcome at this table. If you have any questions about the 
liturgy, location of the bathrooms, or anything else, please ask one of the ushers or greeters.  Thank 
you for joining us today.   

 GLUTEN FREE WAFERS AND GRAPE JUICE are available for Communion at both 8:00 
am and 10: 15 services. Please make yourselves known to the priest when you come up for 
Communion. 

 CHILDREN ARE WELCOME HERE!   There are clipboards with paper and crayons, as well 
as activity bags with coloring books at the back of the Sanctuary for children who are interested in 
coloring or drawing during the service.   Feel free to come in and out of the worship area as 
needed with your children!  Please ask an usher if you need assistance. 

 CARE IS AVAILBLE for children during the service. Please ask the ushers for directions. 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S WEEKDAY WORSHIP 

Morning Prayer, 8-8:30 am, Mon-Fri, on Zoom and in-person Tues-Thurs in the Chapel  
Breakfast with The Bible, 8:30 – 10 am, The Works, Main St., Brattleboro 

Centering Prayer, 11:30-11:55 am, Wednesday in the Chapel 
Eucharist with the Saints, 12 noon-12:30, Wednesday in the Chapel 

Contemplative Worship, 5:30-6:00 pm, Thursday in the Chapel, in-person and on Zoom 
Centering Prayer, 8 am, Saturday in the Chapel 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Brian Morgan, Diana Bingham, and Julian Siegel, Monday; Kristina 
Meima Devendorf, Tuesday. 



 



UPCOMING ST. MICHAEL’S EVENTS: 
 May 17: Guest preacher/celebrant Rev. Canon Nicholas Porter 
 May 24: The Feast of Pentecost 
 May 25, 9:30 AM: Memorial Day program at Christ Church Guilford 
 May 31, 8 AM: Baptism of Alden Webb 

 
ADULT FORUM: Forums meet from 9 to 10 in the Meeting Room each week. 

 There will be no Adult Forum this morning, when we welcome Bishop Shannon.  
 May 17: Elders Ministry: In this Forum in the series ‘Navigating the Journey to the End,' we will 

review the topics and discuss our learnings and unanswered questions about The 3rd Gate: The 
Crises. We will also hear from Rob Szpila, founder of ‘The Passing On’ consultancy, on how he 
assists others in facing a variety of elders’ crises, not just medical ones. This Forum will serve as 
the Elders Ministry’s wrap-up session before the Summer break and their return in the Fall. 

 
GUEST PREACHER AND CELEBRANT FOR MAY 17 
On Sunday, May 17, the Reverend Canon Nicholas Porter will be preaching and celebrating at both 
services at St. Michael's while Mary and her family attend their son Jonah's graduation from UVM.  Canon 
Porter is a Brattleboro resident and the co-founder of Jerusalem Peacebuilders, an interfaith ministry that 
provides emerging Israeli and Palestinian leaders with the skills, relationships, and confidence they need to 
be effective agents of change. In 2025 alone, Jerusalem Peacebuilders’ programs involved over 14,000 
adults and youth.  
This former International Chaplain to the Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem was knighted in the Order of 
St. John by the British Crown for his work supporting healthcare access in Jerusalem. In 2016, Dwight 
Hall at Yale University awarded Nicholas and Dorothy the Curran Prize for distinguished public service. 
Dorothy and Nicholas have been parishioners at St. Michael’s since 1994. 
 
JOHANNES BRAHMS’ EIN DEUTSCHES REQUIEM All are invited to a beautiful performance 
of this beloved piece by the Brattleboro Concert Choir and soloists, directed by Dr. Jonathan Harvey. The 
concerts will be held at Persons Auditorium, Marlboro, on Saturday, May 16, at 7:00 pm and Sunday, May 
17, at 4:00 pm. Ticket information can be found at https://app.arts-
people.com/index.php?ticketing=bmcvt. Hope to see you there! 
 
HEARTFELT GRATITUDE FROM LOAVES & FISHES  
To all who gave to the Tag Sale with time. donations and money: THANK YOU from all of us at Loaves and 
Fishes. This support means so much to the work we all do to feed our neighbors. With this wonderful gift 
we will be able to: 

 Purchase more stable canned protein 
 Maintain the quality of food we offer the refugees with fresh and local eggs, milk, 

and vegetables. 
 Purchase more from the Food Bank to serve the 1500 meals and groceries twice 

a week. We spend about $1500 a month! 
 Hire a floor cleaner to keep our space cleaner. 
 Pay for all the extra products we use for service: takeout containers, aluminum 

disposable pans, toilet paper, forks, paper bags, plastic bags….. 
 Upgrade our dishwasher system. 

AND this gift gives all of our volunteers a morale boost that the work we do is supported with such heart 
by the community at St Michaels well. 
With a warm and thankful heart , Ruth Tilghman for all our volunteers 
 
THE FEAST OF PENTECOST WILL BE CELEBRATED SUNDAY, May 24: The Feast of 
Pentecost, which marks the end of the season of Easter, will be celebrated on Sunday, May 24 at the 8 am 
and 10:15 am services. This is the occasion when we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit, the birth of the 



Church and the sending of the apostles into the world to proclaim the Good News of God in Christ. We 
are looking for people who can speak in different languages to enact the Pentecost story.  If you would like to volunteer, 
please let St. Michael’s Parish Administrator, Susie,  know at parishadmin@stmichaelsvermont.org 

For this special feast: 
 We invite you to WEAR RED in honor of the Holy Spirit. 
 Children and youth are invited to gather at 10 am outside the church to be part of the 

Pentecost  procession with red streamers. 
Incense will be part of our celebration at 10:15 am. 

THE GUARDIAN, COMING SOON! VOLUNTEER TO HELP FOLD & MAIL IT! 
The June/July/August issue of The Guardian is in the works, and will be printed and ready to be folded 
on May 22. A small crew of dedicated folders will be in the Common Room on May 22 beginning at 
9:30 AM, and they would love you to join them! This is very much a many-hands-light-work situation. 
 
MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM, MONDAY, MAY 25, 2026, 9:30 AM, CHRIST CHURCH 
GUILFORD  
As we approach the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, the Christ Church Guilford 
Society invites the public to honor our veterans and their families at an outdoor Memorial Day ceremony. 
The short program will feature remembrances and readings and will be followed by volunteer attendees 
placing American flags on veterans’ graves in Christ Church Cemetery. Christ Church Guilford is located 
at Melendy Hill Road and Route 5 in Algiers Village, Guilford. Participants are welcome to bring chairs or 
blankets to the ceremony. 
 
PRAYING THE ROSARY IN COMMUNITY 
Some St. Michael’s parishioners have begun exploring the rosary together. They meet twice weekly: 
Tuesdays at 12:30 PM, and Thursdays at 8:30 AM in the Chapel, for about half an hour. Newcomers are 
always welcome!  
 
CHRIST CHURCH GUILFORD NEED: BUDGET PLANNING  
The Christ Church Guilford Society (CCGS) is seeking someone with financial experience in nonprofit 
organizations and familiarity with QuickBooks to help develop an annual budget. The current Treasurer 
and Board have successfully applied for a number of grants in support of essential repairs to beloved 
Christ Church (the Mother Church of St. Michael’s), and many of the granting organizations require 
budget figures. CCGS has excellent financial records from the past few years that a budget planner would 
be able to use. The Board currently has six volunteer members, meets for approximately one hour per 
month (in person or via Zoom), and conducts other business via email. The new budget planner would be 
invited to join the CCGS Board and the Finance Committee. If interested, please look over our website, 
https://www.christchurchguilfordsociety.org/, and contact us at 
https://www.christchurchguilfordsociety.org/contact-us/. Thank you! 
 
UPDATING OUR PHOTO WALL If you are a part of our church family, we would love to have your 
photo on our Wall of Fame in the Common Room! If you don’t have a photo there currently, or if the one 
that’s there no longer reflects your family, please consider bringing a 3.5x5” photo to Susie, who will add 
your name and put it on the board!  
 
 
 


