
  
A Christ-Centered Community of  Practice Awaking to the Abiding Presence of  God 

 
July 12, 2026 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 
 

PRELUDE    “Devotional Piece No. 29”             Dom Paul Benoit 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
HYMN IN PROCESSION                             The Hymnal, 390 
 



 



 
 

Then, the Presider says: 
 Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 

SONG OF PRAISE              (verse 2)  



 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know 
and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



WE PROCLAIM AND RESPOND 
 TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 
 
THE FIRST READING                                              Genesis 25: 19-34
     
 Following the Lesson...    
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence is kept for a few moments after the reading. 
 
THE PSALM                             Psalm 119: 105-112  
 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path. 
106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments. 
107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word. 
108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments. 
109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law. 
110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end. 

  
 
THE SECOND READING                                                     Romans 8: 1-11  
Following the Lesson...  
      Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people  

Thanks be to God.  
                
 
THE GRADUAL HYMN                                        LEVAS, 115 (2 times) 

Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me, 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. 

 



Preceding the Gospel... 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
                             
Following the Gospel...   
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
THE SERMON                     The Reverend Mary Lindquist 
Silence is kept following the reflection. 
 
THE NICENE CREED   
We believe in one God, 
        the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
        the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, 
        true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one Being with the Father; 
        through him all things were made. 
    
 For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
        and became truly human. 
         
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
         He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
         who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
         who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
         who has spoken through the Prophets. 
         We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
         We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 



         We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen  

 
WE PRAY FOR GOD’S CREATION, 

FOR THE WORLD, AND FOR THE CHURCH 
  
A form for the intercessions is announced. 
 
The prayers conclude with a form of “General Confession” said by the community, with the Deacon or Presider saying:  
Leader: Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
After a period of silence, all say together:   
God of all mercy, we confess that 
we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
Presider:  Almighty God have mercy on you, 
 forgive you all your sins 
 through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you in all goodness,  
 and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 The Peace of Christ be always with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER 
 
 
All stand to sing  
OFFERTORY HYMN                                    The Hymnal, 632 



  
 

                                                      
OFFERING  
During the hymn, ushers pass the offering plates. Representatives from the parish bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine for the 
Eucharist, and money for mission and ministry to the Altar. To give online, text the message “GiveStMichaels” to the number. 
  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The people remain standing. The Presider says, 
 
Presider  God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 



People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
The Presider praises God for God’s creation and love. Then all sing the Sanctus: 
 

 
 
The Presider recalls and calls forth Jesus’ life and last supper. 
 
The Presider asks the Holy Spirit to consecrate the bread and the wine to be God’s holy food. 
 
Now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespasses against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.    

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD     
 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept, then we sing a Fraction Anthem. 

 



 
 

Invitation to Receive Holy Communion 

 
At St. Michael's, we believe that God's love is unconditional.  We welcome all people and we affirm the worth, dignity, and 
gifts of every person as a beloved child of God.  In our celebration of the Eucharist, there is no one here who is ineligible or 
unwelcome; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. This is the table of a loving God set for all creation through the 
power of Jesus Christ. You, who are part of that creation, are welcome.  

 After all have received Communion there is a period of silence.  

 

WE ARE SENT AND GO FORTH  

INTO THE WORLD 
 
Let us pray. 

God of abundance,  
you have fed us  
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one  
with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

  
THE BLESSING 



 
HYMN                            The Hymnal, 511

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 
 Response: Thanks be to God. (Alleluia, Alleluia!) 
 



POSTLUDE    “Fugue”             Franz Xaver Murschhauser  
 
          
  

 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
10:15 The Reverend Mary Lindquist, preacher and celebrant; The Reverend Lars Hunter, Deacon; 
Annie Landenberger, lay assistant; Carol Hesselbach and Laura Frey, readers and element bearers; 
Jenny Karstad, intercessor; Elise and Andy Burrows, ushers; Craig Irvine and Annamarie Pluhar, 
chalicers; Lucy Spahr-Blazej, healing minister; Carol Hesselbach and Lindsey Boss, Altar Guild; 
Daniel LaPenta and Janice Paran coffee hour hosts; Michael and Whitney Hightower, Summer Fun 
leaders.  




 
At St. Michael’s we believe that God’s love is unconditional.  We welcome all people and we 

affirm the worth, dignity, and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God. 
All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 WELCOME TO VISITORS!  All are welcome at this table. If you have any questions about the 
liturgy, location of the bathrooms, or anything else, please ask one of the ushers or greeters.  Thank 
you for joining us today.   

 TO RECEIVE THE RITE OF HEALING: Trained lay healing ministers are available in the 
chapel to pray with you individually before or after you receive communion.   A healing minister 
will say prayers, lay her or his hands upon you, and anoint you with consecrated oil. You can come 
for yourself, for another person, for a need or for a thanksgiving.   Please ask ushers for assistance 
if you have questions. 

 GLUTEN FREE WAFERS AND GRAPE JUICE are available for Communion at both 8:00 
am and 10: 15 services. Please make yourselves known to the priest when you come up for 
Communion. 

 CHILDREN ARE WELCOME HERE!  There are clipboards with paper and crayons, as well 
as activity bags with coloring books at the back of the Sanctuary for children who are interested in 
coloring or drawing during the service.   Feel free to come in and out of the worship area as 
needed with your children!  Please ask an usher if you need assistance. 

 
ST. MICHAEL'S WEEKDAY WORSHIP  

Morning Prayer, 8-8:30 am, Monday-Friday, on Zoom, Tuesday-Thursday in-person the Chapel 
Bible Study, 8:30-10 am, 2nd, 4th, and 5th Wednesdays at The Brattleboro Food Coop, 2 Main St. 

Centering Prayer, 11:30-11:55 am, Wednesday in the Chapel 
Centering Prayer, 4-5 pm, Wednesday in the Chapel 

Eucharist with the Saints, 12 noon-12:30, Wednesday in the Chapel 
Contemplative Worship, 5:30-6:00 pm, Thursday in the Chapel, in-person and on Zoom 

Centering Prayer, 8 am, Saturday in the Chapel 
 





HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Ann Switzer, today; Marian Wojcik and David Carr, Tuesday; Olivia 
Capponcelli, Thursday. 


 
UPCOMING ST. MICHAEL’S EVENTS: 

 August 22, 3 PM: Book Signing in the Undercroft: Around the World in Forty-Two Days by Dr. 
Imogene Drake  

 August 26, 4-6PM: Summer Hoedown, L’Arche Southern Vermont fundraiser (more info to 
follow!) 

 August 30: Annual Church Picnic ~ note the new date and be on the lookout for details! 
 
SUMMER FUN FOR ST. MICHAEL’S KIDS!  
Since formal Sunday School is on break for the summer, we have another offering for children and youth 
called Summer Fun!  Each Sunday from 10:15-10:45am, a parent and the nursery team will offer an 
activity, snack and play time beginning in the Undercroft.  Children and youth will return to church at the 
Peace. 
 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCRIPTURE RESOURCES 
This summer, the Sunday lectionary (appointed scripture readings for each Sunday) will take us through 
three books of the Bible semi-continuously (Genesis, Romans and Matthew).  This is a great opportunity 
to read ahead/read along and be well-oriented to the biblical texts each Sunday.  Mary has put together a 
document that tells you what the appointed texts are each week, and also recommends a website with 
videos of each book of the Bible, which serves as a good tutorial for those who want to revisit that topic 
or learn more for the first time. Links to those can be found in the eNews for Thursday and Sunday.  In 
the summer, there is a choice of two tracks; St. Michael's will be using Track 1. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY  
Our community-based Bible study meets at Brattleboro Co-op for learning and discussion. We meet every 
2nd, 4th, and 5th Wednesdays, 8:30-10am. For more information, please 
email adwoa@stmichaelsvermont.org 
 
CELEBRATING VERMONT'S FIRST CONSERVATION CEMETERY: A COMMUNITY 
EVENT 
Manitou Woods music, Latchis Arts, and local faith community leaders together are hosting the amazing 
Skylark string quartet to honor Vermont's first Conservation Cemetery at Higher Ground in Williamsville. 
Skylark’s innovative, contemporary music is melody-driven with unique energy, irresistible flair and 
undeniable beauty. Come celebrate community with nature, the arts, and diverse faith traditions in a 
conservation strategy that serves the land, loved ones now and forever, and all the living beings in 
perpetuity.  
Where:  Manitou, 300 Sunset Lake Rd, Williamsville, on Saturday July 11th 4PM; then at the Latchis 
Theater on Sunday July 12th 5PM. 
Tickets: $20 at www.latchis.com and Manitou on-site, kids free.  
 
MORE BOOKS! COME TO OUR LIBRARY! 
Ann Ely and friends have done more work in our library, and there are good books for the taking. Stop by 
when you're at church and see if there's something there that catches your eye! The current batch of books 
will be available through July 12. 
 
 



NEW AGING GROUP IN AUTUMN? 
There’s the possibility of a new Aging group to begin in Autumn. Groups meet weekly for 75 minutes to 
share thoughts and feelings about aging, often stimulated by readings of reflection, prose or poetry. Please 
contact Jeff Lewis, Jeffrey.m.lewis@comcast.net, 802-579-3877 if you are interested. 
 
THE ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC: AUGUST 30 
Note the new date: our annual picnic at the Spofford Lake home of Kate and Dana McGinn will happen 
after we worship together on the last Sunday in August. Keep an eye out for more details, and plan to 
spend part of the afternoon with your church family, celebrating our intergenerational connections, 
enjoying good food, and getting to know one another in another setting. 
 


 
 
A POEM ON TODAY’S PARABLE 
 
Good Ground, by Malcolm Guite 
 
I love your simple story of the sower, 
With all its close attention to the soil, 
Its movement from the knowledge to the knower, 
Its take on the tenacity of toil. 
  
I feel the fall of seed a sower scatters, 
So equally available to all, 
Your story takes me straight to all that matters, 
Yet understands the reasons why I fall. 
  
Oh deepen me where I am thin and shallow, 
Uproot in me the thistle and the thorn, 
Keep far from me that swiftly snatching shadow, 
That seizes on your seed to mock and scorn. 
  
O break me open, Jesus, set me free, 
Then find and keep your own good ground in me. 
 
[Ayodeji Malcolm Guite (born 12 November 1957) is an English poet, singer-songwriter, Anglican 
priest and academic. If you were part of Holy Week services this year, you may have heard Mary share 
some of his Lenten poetry.]  
 
 
 
 
 


