ST. MICHAEL'S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

A Christ-Centered Community of Practice Awaking to the Abiding Presence of God

OCTOBER 04, 2026
THE SEASON OF CREATION / FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST
PRELUDE “Impromptu in Ab" Franz Schubert

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Alfter the Announncements, a period of silence is kept.

HymMN The Hymnal, 423
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I Im - mor-twl, in - vis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent  as light,
3 To all  life thou giv - est, 1o both great and small;
4 Thou reign - est  in glo - ry, thou rul - est in light,
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in light in - ac - «ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, thou rul - est in might;
in all  life  thou liv - est, the true life  of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing  their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of  Days,
thy jus - tice like moun - tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish, like leaves on the  tree,
all laud  we would ren - der: O help us o see
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al - might - vy, vic - tor-ious, thy great Name we praise.
thy  clouds, which are foun-tains of good - ness  and love.
then with - er  and per - ish; but  nought chan - geth thee.
"tis on - ly the splen-dor of light  hid - eth thee.
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Words: Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908), alt. Music: St. Denio, Welsh hymn, from Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839; adapt. John
Roberts (1822-1877); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt.

Presider: Blessed be the One who creates all things.
Pegple: God’s love is new every morning.

Presider. In the beginning, the spirit of God hovered over the waters. And God called them good.
Pegple: Come Holy Spirit and cleanse the waters.



Presider: 'The prophet saw a river flowing from the Temple, and wherever the river flowed, everything
lived.
Pegple: Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

Presider: Jesus cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me...Out of the believer’s heart shall flow

rivers of living water.”
Pegple: Come Holy Spirit and heal your people.

SONG OF PRAISE
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I Earth and all stars, loud rush -ing  plan - ets, sing to the
2 Hail, wind, and  rain, loud blow - ing  snow-storms, sing to the
3 Trum - pet and  pipes, loud clash-ing  cym - bals, sing to the
4 En - gines and  steel, loud pound-ing  ham - mers, sing to the
5 Class-rooms and  labs, loud boil - ing  test - tubes, sing to the
6 Know-ledge and  truth, loud sound -ing wis - dom, sing to the
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I Lord a new  song! O vic < o - 1y,
2 Lord a new  song! Flow - ers  and trees,
3 Lord a new  song! Harp, lute, and lyre,
4 Lord a new  song! Lime - stone and beams,
5 Lord a new  song! Ath - lete and band,
6 Lord a new  song! Daugh - ter  and son,
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new  song!
new  song!
new  song!
new  song!
new  song!
new  song!

1 loud shout - ing ar - my, sing to the Lord

2 loud rus-ting dry leaves, sing to the Lord
3 loud hum-ming cel - los, sing to the Lord
4 loud build-ing work - ers,  sing to the Lord
5 loud cheer-ing  peo - ple,  sing to the Lord
6 loud pray-ing mem-bers, sing to the Lord
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He  hath  done mar - vel - ous things.
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I, o, wil praise him with a new song!

Words: Herbert F. Brokering (b. 1926). Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Music: Earth and All Stars, David N. Johnson
(1922-1987). Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.



COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more

than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask,
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING
Following the lesson...

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people
Thanks be to God.

PsALM 80: 7-14

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *
you cast out the nations and planted it.

9 You prepared the ground for it; *
it took root and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow *
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *
and its branches to the River.

12 Why have you broken down its wall, *
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
behold and tend this vine; *
preserve what your right hand has planted.

THE SECOND READING

HymN

Isaiah 5: 1-7

BCP, p. 703

St. Francis of Assisi

The Hymnal, 8



Unison or harlmny
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I Morn-ing has  bro - ken like the first morn - ing,
2 Sweet the rain’s  new fall sun - lit from  hea - ven,
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn . ing
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black-bird has  spo - ken like the first bird.
like the first dew - fall on the first grass._
born of the one light E - den saw playl
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Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the morn - ing!
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den,
- tion, praise ev-ery morn - ing,
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Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
sprung in com - plete - ness where his  feet pass.._
God's re-cre - a - tion of the new day!
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Words: Elcanor Farjeon (1881-1965), alt. By permission of David Higham Associates Limited, London. Music: Bunessan, Gaelic
melody; harm. Alec Wyton (b, 1921). Harmonization Copyright © by The Church Pension Fund.

Preceding the Gospel...

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

THE GOSPEL Matthew 21: 33-46

Following the Gospel...
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



THE SERMON The Reverend John Michael 1ongworth
After the sermon a period of silence is kept

PROFESSION OF FAITH

We believe in God, who creates all things,
who embraces all things, who celebrates all things,
who is present in every part of the fabric of creation.
We believe in God as the source of all life,
who baptizes this planet with living water.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one,
the malnourished one, the refugee,
who loves and cares for this world
and who suffers with it.
And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life,
who came to reconcile and renew this world
and everything in it.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God,
who moves with God
and who moves among and with us today.
We believe in everlasting life in God.
And we believe in the hope that one day
God will put an end to death and all destructive forces.

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S CREATION,
FOR THE WORLD, AND FOR THE CHURCH

The Leader bids us to pray for the sick and suffering, for those who have asked for our prayer, for those who rejoice in life
events and for those who have died.

Intercessor:  Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

THE CONFESSION

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry,

too real to hide, and too deep to undo.

Forgive what our lips tremble to name,

and what our hearts can no longer bear,

Set us free from a past that we cannot change;

open to us a future in which we can be changed;

and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image,
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.



Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Celebrant bids

THE PEACE

Presider: The God of heaven has made a home on earth.
People: Christ dwells among us and is one with us.
Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Following the Peace, the Celebrant recites a sentence from Holy Scripture; all prepare for the Holy Eucharist.
WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER

ANTHEM “A Rose Touched by the Sun's Warm Rays” Jean Berger

OFFERTORY HYMN LEVAS, 108
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. "Tis so sweet to trust in Je -sus, Just to take Him at  His word.
how sweet to trust in Je-sus, Just to trust His cleans -ing  blood.
is sweet to trust in Je - sus, Just from sin and self to cease.
glad 1 leamned to trust thee, Pre-cious Je - sus, Sa - vior, Friend:
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I.Just to rest up - on His prom-ise, Just to know, “Thus saith the Lord”
2. Just in sim-ple faith to plunge me ‘Neath the heal - ing, cleans-ing flood!
3. Just from Je - sus  sim-ply tak - ing Lifc and rest and joy and peace.

4. And 1 know that thou art with me, Wilt be with me to the end.
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Je-sus, Je-sus, how I trust Him! How I've proved Him o'er and o'er!
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Je-sus, Je-sus, pre-cious Je-sus! O for grace to  trust Him more!
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Words: Louisa M. R. Stead (1850-1917). Music: William J. Kirkpatrick (1838-1921),
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OFFERING

During the hymn, ushers pass the offering plates. Representatives from the parish bring the people’s offerings of food bread
and wine for the Eucharist, and money for mission and ministry to the Altar. To give online, text the message
“GrveStMichaels” to the number 73256.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant praises God for God'’s creation and love. Then all sing the Sanctus together:
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heaven and earth  are  full of your glo - ry. Ho-san-na in the
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comes  in the name  of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est.
Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press

The Presider recalls and mafkes present for all Jesus’ life and last supper.
The Presider asks the Holy Spirit to consecrate the bread and the wine to be God’s holy food.

People and Celebrant
Let us pray:

Peaple and Celebrant:

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,

Source of all that is and that shall be,

Father and Mother of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.



For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. Amen.

(from the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer)

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

.

-
R
-

—
r..——
e

‘o
.o

Chnist our Pass-0 - ver is sac - n - ficed for us; there-fore let us

Setting: Susan Calvin Fletcher, © 2002 Susan Calvin Fletcher
Used by permission. All rights reserved

The One whose table was open to all is now present in this bread.

The One whose word welcomed friend and stranger offers friendship through this cup.
With people everywhere we affirm

God’s goodness at the heart of humanity,
planted more deeply than all that is wrong.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

At St. Michael’s, we believe that God'’s love is unconditional. We welcome all people and we affirm the worth, dignity,
and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God. In our celebration of the Eucharist, there is no one here who is
ineligible or unwelcome; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. This is the table of a loving God set for all
creation through the power of Jesus Christ. You, who are part of that creation, are welcomse.

Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Please indicate that preference to the liturgical minister.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Faithful God

in the wonder of your wisdom and love

you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels,
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life.

We thank you for feeding us with this bread.

May it strengthen us that



by the power of the Holy Spirit

we may embody your will

and be renewed for your service

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING

HyMmN

The Hymmnal, 400 (vs. 14, 7)
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All

All you with mer - ¢y

crea-tures  of our God and King,
*2 Great rush - ing winds and breez-es  soft,
*3 Swift flow - ing wa - ter, purc and clear, make mu - sic
4 Dear mo - ther earth, you day by day

lift

up your voic - s,
you clouds that ride the heavens a -
for your Lord
un - fold your bless-ings
in your heart, for - giv - ing

let us
o

on our

o - thers, take your

*6 And c¢v - en you, most gen - tle death, wait -ing  to hush our fi - nal
7 Let all things their cre - a - tor bless, and wor -ship him in  hum - ble-
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1 sing: Al - le lu - ia, al - le - lu - ial Bright burn - ing
2 loft, o praisc him, Al-le - lu - ia! Fair ris - ing
3 hear, Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia! Fire, SO in -
4 way, O praise him, Al-le - lu - ial Al flowers and
5 par, O sing now: Al-le - lu - ial Al you that
_6_ breath, O praise him, Al-le - lu - ia! You lead  back
7 ness, O praisc him, Al-le - lu - ial Praise God  the
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sun with gold-en  beams, pale

sil - ver moon that

gen - tly  gleams,

2 morn, with praisc re - joice, stars night - ly shin-ing, find voice,
3 tense and fierce-ly  bright, you give to us bothwarmth and  light,
4 fruits that in you grow, let them his glo - ry al - so  show:
5 pain and sor-row bear, praise God, and cast on him your care:
6 home the child of God, for Christour Lord that way has  trod:
7  Fa - ther, praisec the  Son, and  praise the Spi - rit, Three in One:
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O praisc him, O praise him, Al-le - lu - ia,
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al - e - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ial

The refrain may be sung antiphonally, by phrase; all join in the final Alleluia.

Words: St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); tr. William H. Draper (1855-1933), alt. Music: Lasst wns erfreuen, melody from
Auserlesene Catholische Geistiche Kirchengeseng, 123; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). By permission
of Oxford University Press.



Children in the congregation are invited to join the deacon in saying the words of the dismissal.
DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE “Prelude in C Minor” from The Well-Tempered Clavier, Book One .S, Bach

PARTICIPANTS

10:15 The Reverend John Michael Longworth, preacher; The Reverend Mary Lindquist, celebrant;
The Reverend Lars Hunter, Deacon; Craig Irvine, lay assistant; William Stearns and Jenny
Karstad, readers and element bearers; Imogene Drakes, intercessor; Gabriel Sistare, thurifer; Abbie
Haineswood and Mei Yi Osborne, acolytes Elizabeth Freese and William Stearns, ushers;
Miranda Smith and David Haines, chalicers; Sher Wilson, healing minister; Rebecca Olmstead and
Sherry Stimmel, Altar Guild; TBA, coffee hour.
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At St. Michael’s we believe that God’s love is unconditional. We welcome all people and we
affirm the worth, dignity, and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God.
All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.

e WELCOME TO VISITORS! All are welcome at this table. If you have any questions about the
liturgy, location of the bathrooms, or anything else, please ask one of the ushers or
greeters. Thank you for joining us today.

e TO RECEIVE THE RITE OF HEALING: Trained lay healing ministers are available in the
chapel to pray with you individually before or after you receive communion. A healing minister
will say prayers, lay her or his hands upon you, and anoint you with consecrated oil. You can
come for yourself, for another person, for a need or for a thanksgiving. Please ask ushers for
assistance if you have questions.

e GLUTEN FREE WAFERS AND GRAPE JUICE are available for Communion at both
8:00 am and 10: 15 services. Please make yourselves known to the priest when you come up for
Communion.

e CHILDREN ARE WELCOME HERE! There are clipboards with paper and crayons, as
well as activity bags with coloring books at the back of the Sanctuary for children who are
interested in coloring or drawing during the service. Feel free to come in and out of the
worship area as needed with your children! Please ask an usher if you need assistance.

ST. MICHAEL'S WEEKDAY WORSHIP
Morning Prayer, 8-8:30 am, Monday-Friday, on Zoom, Tuesday-Thursday in-person the Chapel
Bible Study, 8:30-10 am, 2™, 4, and 5" Wednesdays at The Brattleboro Food Coop, 2 Main St.
Centering Prayer, 11:30-11:55 am, Wednesday in the Chapel
Centering Prayer, 4-5 pm, Wednesday in the Chapel
Eucharist with the Saints, 12 noon-12:30, Wednesday in the Chapel
Contemplative Worship, 5:30-6:00 pm, Thursday in the Chapel, in-person and on Zoom



Centering Prayer, 8 am, Saturday in the Chapel
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Nancy Ames, today; Valerie Abrahamsen, Monday; Ori Johnson,
Tuesday; Judith Reichsman and Keira Caponcelli, Friday; Janet Cramer, Saturday.

TODAY IS THE FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS!

e GUEST PREACHER AT 8 & 10:15
In celebration of St. Francis Day and the end of the Season of Creation, Brother John Michael
Longworth, a resident of Rutland and a member of St. Michael’s Church in the Cloud, will be
preaching and leading the Adult Forum on Sunday, October 4. Br. John Michael
Longworth, OEF is a life professed member of the Order of Ecumenical Franciscans.

e BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS AT 4 PM
All people, creatures, and critters are invited to the Rectory Lawn for a special celebration in
thanksgiving of our pets and animals! Bring your pet or a photo of your pet, or a stuffed animal,
and receive a blessing.

UPCOMING ST. MICHAEL’S EVENTS:
e October 8, 7:30 PM: Choral Compline service
e Sunday, October 18: Stewardship Season begins; Bev Bakke will be our Stewardship Speaker
¢ Sunday, October 25: Jared Rediske will be our Stewardship Speaker
e Saturday, October 31, 11 AM: Service of Thanksgiving for Diana Bingham,
¢ Sunday, November 1 (both services): The Feast of All Saints
e Sunday, November 1, 4pm: Taize Service of Remembrance

e Sunday, November 9: Stewardship Ingathering of Pledges; Patty Meyer will be our Stewardship
Speaker

THE ADULT FORUM
Forums meet in the Meeting Room each Sunday from 9-10 AM

e Today: Br. John Michael will share about the creation of the Faith on Foot Street
Chaplaincy and how this Franciscan mission to neighborhoods and unhoused neighbors
embodied this principle. The session will include
some time for participants to reflect on the ways they move through their own neighborhoods
and attune to the people around them.

e October 11: Using Realm Connect Come learn how to use this new tool, which will allow
church members and friends to communicate with ease around church events, stay connected,
and manage their own financial giving to St. Michael's. The Realm Roll-Out Team has been
meeting faithfully for several months, and are all ready to bring the whole congregation on

board!

VESTRY LISTENING HAPPENING TODAY! Vestry-people Annamarie Pluhar and Michael
Hightower will be at coffee hour to listen to you today! Seek them out and offer feedback or ask
questions.

VOCATION: HOLY CONVERSATIONS ABOUT CALLING: PLEASE SIGN UP!



What is this? St. Michael’s is conducting an experiment of reflection and listening in small group
settings. We invite you to sign up for one small group that will meet three times over three weeks. This
is a high commitment offering — please make sure that you can attend all three meetings and mark
your calendars. For the first gathering, we will be reflecting the nature of vocation/calling, in the second
session, we will be reflecting on our faith and our relationship with Christianity and in the third session
we will be reflecting on St. Michael’s and our calling as a church community. Each group of 6-8 people
will have a facilitator, and we will meet for an hour and fifteen minutes each.

How do I sign up? You may sign up through St. Michael’s website and/or eNews, or in the Common
Room at St. Michael’s or by calling or emailing Susie Webster-Toleno, St. Michael’s administrator at
802-254-6048, parishadmin@stmichaelsvermont.org

Why are we doing this? Our hope is that the conversations will help us discern the movement of the
Holy Spirit in our church, giving us clarity and courage for our calling as the Body of Christ. We believe
that these conversations will be a gift to you as well as a gift to our church.

Note: We have added three extra groups, and removed from this chart the ones that are already
full. If you don't see the one you are sure you signed up for, rest assured that you are all set.
Confirmations will be sent out prior to the initial meetings of each group.

Dates & Times of Groups with Openings

e Elizabeth of the Trinity, Sundays 12:15-1:30pm, Oct. 11, 18 & 25

e Anthony of the Desert, Sundays, 9:15-10:30am, Oct. 18, 25 & Now. 1
e Julian of Norwich, ZOOM, Sundays, 4-5:15, Oct. 11, 18 & 25

e Augustine of Hippo, Tuesdays, 10-11:15am, Oct. 13, 20 & 27

e Clare of Assisi, Tuesdays 5-6:15pm, October 20, 27 & Nov. 3

e Bernard of Clairvaux, Thursdays, 6:10-7:25pm, Nov. 5, 12 & 19

e Hildegard of Bingen, Wednesdays, 4:15-5:30pm, Oct. 28, Nov. 4 & 11

REALM CONNECT ROLLOUT THIS MORNING!

Today St. Michael’s rolls out our new communications software, Realm Connect, to parishioners who
have not already created accounts. You will receive an email invitation which includes a link to visit the
Realm website and create your Realn Connect account by entering your email address and creating a
password. Handouts are available in the Common Room and on the St. Michael’s website.



