ST. MICHAEL'S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

A Christ-Centered Community of Practice Awaking to the Abiding Presence of God

SEPTEMBER 5, 2026
THE SEASON OF CREATION

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Alfter the Announncements, a period of silence is kept.

HymMN The Hymnal, 416
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I For the beau - ty of the carth, for the  beau -ty of  the skies,
2 For the beau - ty of ecach hour of the day and of  the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eve, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the  joy of hu-man love, bro-ther, sis = ter, par - ent, child,
5 For the Church which ev - er - more lift - eth ho - ly hands a - bove,
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I for the love which from our birth o - ver and  a - round us lies,
2 hill and vale, and wee and flower, sun and moon, and stars  of  light,
3 for the mys-tic har-mo - ny link-ing sense to sound and sight,
4 friends on  carth, and friends a - bove, for all gen - tle thoughts and  mild,

5 of-fering up on ev-ery shore thy pure sac - ri - fice of love,
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Christ our God, to thee we raisc this our hymn of  grate-ful praise.
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6 For cach perfect gift of thine
to the world so freely given,
faith and hope and love divine,
peace on earth and joy in heaven,
Refrain

Words: Folliot Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917), alt. Music: Lucerna Laudoniae, David Evans (1874-1948). By permission of
Oxford University Press.

Presider: Blessed be the One who creates all things.
People:  God’s love is new every morning.

Presider: In the beginning, the spirit of God hovered over the waters. And God called them good.

People: Come Holy Spirit and cleanse the waters.

Presider: 'The prophet saw a river flowing from the Temple, and wherever the river flowed, everything

lived.
People: Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

Presider. Jesus cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me...Out of the believer’s heart shall flow

rivers of living water.”
People: Come Holy Spirit and heal your people.



COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in
their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
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I Earth and all stars, loud rush -ing  plan - ets, sing to the
2 Hail, wind, and  rain, loud blow - ing  snow-storms, sing to the
3 Trum - pet and  pipes, loud clash-ing  cym - bals, sing to the
4 En - gines and  steel, loud pound-ing  ham - mers, sing to the
5 Class-rooms and  labs, loud  boil - ing test - tubes, sing to the
6 Know-ledge and  truth, loud sound-ing wis - dom, sing to the
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1 Lord a new  song! (8} vic - o - 1y,
2 lord a new  song! Flow - ers  and trees,
3 lord . a new song! Harp, lute, and lyre,
4 lod ___  a new song! Lime - stone and beams,
5 Lord a new  song! Ath - lete  and band,
6 Lord a new  song! Daugh - ter  and son,
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1 loud shout - ing ar - my, sing to the Lord a new  song!
2 loud rus-ting dry leaves, sing to the Lord a new  song!
3 loud hum-ming cel - los, sing to the Lord _  a new song!
4 loud build -ing  work - ers,  sing to the Lord——  a new song!
5 loud cheer-ing  peo - ple,  sing to the Lord a new  song!
6 loud pray-ing mem-bers, sing to the Lord _____  a new song!
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He  hath  done mar - vel - ous things.
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I, o, will praise him with a new song!

Words: Herbert F. Brokering (b. 1926). Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Music: Earth and All Stars, David N. Johnson
(1922-1987). Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission,



THE FIRST READING Romans 13: 8-14
Following the lesson...

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 149 BCP, p. 807

1 Hallelujah!

Sing to the Lord a new song; *

sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.
2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; *

let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; *

let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people *

and adorns the poor with victory.

5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *

let them be joyful on their beds.

6 Let the praises of God be in their throat *

and a two-edged sword in their hand;

7 To wreak vengeance on the nations *

and punishment on the peoples;

8 To bind their kings in chains *

and their nobles with links of iron;

9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; *

this is glory for all his faithful people.

Hallelujah!

THE SECOND READING

HymN The Hymnal, 424

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.

For his gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.

In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done.

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done.

In the world-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,
In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done.



For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.

For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us
Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Preceding the Gospel...

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

THE GOSPEL

Following the Gospel...
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
Alfter the sermon a period of silence is kept

PROFESSION OF FAITH

We believe in God, who creates all things,
who embraces all things, who celebrates all things,
who is present in every part of the fabric of creation.
We believe in God as the source of all life,
who baptizes this planet with living water.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one,
the malnourished one, the refugee,
who loves and cares for this world
and who suffers with it.
And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life,
who came to reconcile and renew this world
and everything in it.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God,
who moves with God
and who moves among and with us today.
We believe in everlasting life in God.
And we believe in the hope that one day
God will put an end to death and all destructive forces.

bl

The Reverend Mary Lindguist



WE PRAY FOR GOD’S CREATION,
FOR THE WORLD, AND FOR THE CHURCH

The Leader bids us to pray for the sick and suffering, for those who have asked for our prayer, for those who rejoice in life
events and for those who have died.

Intercessor:  Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

THE CONFESSION

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry,

too real to hide, and too deep to undo.

Forgive what our lips tremble to name,

and what our hearts can no longer bear,

Set us free from a past that we cannot change;

open to us a future in which we can be changed;

and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image,
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Celebrant bids

THE PEACE

Presider: The God of heaven has made a home on earth.
People: Christ dwells among us and is one with us.
Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Following the Peace, the Celebrant recites a sentence from Holy Scripture; all prepare for the Holy Eucharist.

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER



OFFERTORY HYMN LEVAS, 74
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I. Kneels at  the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash - ¢s their
2. Neigh-bors are rich—  and poor, neigh-bors are black—  and
3. These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should
4. Lov - ing puts us on our knees, serv - ing as though we are
5. Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash - ing their
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1. feet, Mas - ter who acts  as a slave~ o them._
2. white, neigh-bors are near and  far a - way.
3. love; all these are neigh-bors  to us and  you.___
4. slaves, this is the way we should live.___ with you._____
5. feet, this is the way we should live with  you.__
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Words: John 13:1-17; adapt. Tom Colvin, 1969. Music: Ghana Folk Song: adapt. Tom Colvin 1969; harm. Charles H. Webb,
1988, Copyright © 1969 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All Rights Reserved. Used by permission,

OFFERING

During the hymn, ushers pass the offering plates. Representatives from the parish bring the people’s offerings of food bread

and wine for the Eucharist, and money for mission and ministry to the Altar. To give online, text the message
“GrveStMichaels” to the number 73256.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant praises God for God'’s creation and love. Then all sing the Sanctus together:

— —_—
e e
- ~ v T~ ¢
Ho - Iy, ho - ly,
e —_——— ==
h¢ : - 3 ; L B - o .. - - - -
. ¥ * o - L4
ho ly Lord, God of power and might,
. . g . .
I N—F :\l::,,’:\&: ] !) c.-.-.:nl
3 * > * L 4 - * O — L4 - - v v v 7
.
heaven and carth  are  full of your glo - ry. Ho-san-na in the
» o o — — 3 e \ e N
N ] P—— —— Pa—— ':\ - -
.
high - est Bless ed is  he who
s j—_ N :
- A b o o
é ., w ® .'.'.,"[ o *!"::5-:J — ﬂ
T > D " E—— —%
comes in the name  of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est.
Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press

The Presider recalls and mafkes present for all Jesus’ life and last supper.

The Presider asks the Holy Spirit to consecrate the bread and the wine to be God’s holy food.

People and Celebrant
Let us pray:

People and Celebrant
Let us pray:
People and Celebrant

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,

Father and Mother of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!



The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. Amen.

(from the New Zealand Book of Commwon Prayer)

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
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Christ our Pass -0 - ver is sac - ni - ficed for us; there-fore let us

keep the feast. Al - le-lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia

Setting: Susan Calvin Fletcher, © 2002 Susan Calvin Fletcher
Used by permission. All nights reserved

The One whose table was open to all is now present in this bread.

The One whose word welcomed friend and stranger offers friendship through this cup.
With people everywhere we affirm

God’s goodness at the heart of humanity,
planted more deeply than all that is wrong.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

At St. Michael’s, we believe that God'’s love is unconditional. We welcome all people and we affirm the worth, dignity,
and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God. In our celebration of the Encharist, there is no one here who is
ineligible or unwelcome; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. This is the table of a loving God set for all
creation through the power of Jesus Christ. Y ou, who are part of that creation, are welcome.

Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Please indicate that preference to the liturgical minister.



PosST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Faithful God

in the wonder of your wisdom and love

you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels,
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life.

We thank you for feeding us with this bread.

May it strengthen us that

by the power of the Holy Spirit

we may embody your will

and be renewed for your service

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING
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Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1711), alt. Music: Morning Hymn, melody Frangois Hippolyte Barthélémon (1741-1808); harm. The

Church Hymnal for the Church Year, 1917
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The Hymmnal, 11

Children in the congregation are invited to join the deacon in saying the words of the dismissal.



DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

PARTICIPANTS

10:15 The Reverend Mary Lindquist, preacher and celebrant; Miranda Smith, lay assistant; Ann Ely
and William Stearns, readers and element bearers; Craig Hammond, intercessor; Craig Hammond
and Liz Vick, ushers; Ricky Davidson and Annamarie Pluhar, chalicers; Sher Wilson, healing
minister; Rachel Fox, John Byrnes and Carol Hesselbach, Altar Guild; TBA, coffee hour.
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At St. Michael’s we believe that God’s love is unconditional. We welcome all people and we
affirm the worth, dignity, and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God.
All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.

e WELCOME TO VISITORS! All are welcome at this table. If you have any questions about the
liturgy, location of the bathrooms, or anything else, please ask one of the ushers or
greeters. Thank you for joining us today.

e TO RECEIVE THE RITE OF HEALING: Trained lay healing ministers are available in the
chapel to pray with you individually before or after you receive communion. A healing minister
will say prayers, lay her or his hands upon you, and anoint you with consecrated oil. You can
come for yourself, for another person, for a need or for a thanksgiving. Please ask ushers for
assistance if you have questions.

e GLUTEN FREE WAFERS AND GRAPE JUICE are available for Communion at both
8:00 am and 10: 15 services. Please make yourselves known to the priest when you come up for
Communion.

e CHILDREN ARE WELCOME HERE! There are clipboards with paper and crayons, as
well as activity bags with coloring books at the back of the Sanctuary for children who are
interested in coloring or drawing during the service. Feel free to come in and out of the
worship area as needed with your children! Please ask an usher if you need assistance.

ST. MICHAEL'S WEEKDAY WORSHIP
Morning Prayer, 8-8:30 am, Monday-Friday, on Zoom, Tuesday-Thursday in-person the Chapel
Bible Study, 8:30-10 am, 2™, 4®, and 5" Wednesdays at The Brattleboro Food Coop, 2 Main St.

Centering Prayer, 11:30-11:55 am, Wednesday in the Chapel
Centering Prayer, 4-5 pm, Wednesday in the Chapel
Eucharist with the Saints, 12 noon-12:30, Wednesday in the Chapel
Contemplative Worship, 5:30-6:00 pm, Thursday in the Chapel, in-person and on Zoom
Centering Prayer, 8 am, Saturday in the Chapel
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to George Moore, Wednesday; Margit Lilly and Chris Dubis, Saturday.
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UPCOMING ST. MICHAEL’S EVENTS:
e September 05: Season of Creation begins
e September 06: Vestry Listening during coffee hour
e September 10, 7:30: first Compline service of the season
o September 12, 9:30-3:30: Choir Retreat (choir room)
¢ September 12, 11 AM: Funeral service for Maryann Boese
e September 12, 2 PM: Acolyte Training
e September 13: Program year kick offl
e September 19, 10-1: Vermont Interfaith Power & Light event hosted by St. Michael’s
e September 20, 9 AM: Buildings & Grounds reconvenes in Undercroft

VESTRY LISTENING HAPPENING TODAY! Once a month, two members of the Vestry (St.
Michael's leadership board) are available at Coffee Hour following the 10:15am service. Today’s the day,
and Ricky Davidson and Alex O’Pray will be there to listen! Look for their sign, and don't be shy - ask
questions, offer suggestions, give feedback. The Vestry members are meant to be a point of connection
between parishioners and leadership. If you're not attending coffee hour this week and so can't take
advantage of our in-person Vestry Listening opportunities, or if you think of something you want to
communicate at another time, here's an email address you can use: vestrylistening@gmail.com. This
email goes to the Wardens, who will communicate topics raised at the next Vestry meeting (3rd
Thursdays).

COMPLINE SERVICES RESUME THIS THURSDAY, 7:30

Compline is a service of the Divine Office that takes place at the end of the day before going to

bed. The entire service will be sung by the choir, led by our Director of Music Keane Southard, mostly
in plainchant but also with some choral settings, all in candlelight. Come end your day with this ancient
contemplative service! Services will be held the second Thursday of each month at 7:30 PM.

CALLING ALL (CURRENT & NEW) SINGERS

Between the resumption of Compline services on Sept. 10 and the choir’s return to Sunday singing on
Sept. 13, there are many chances to worship God through singing. Consider attending the Choir Retreat
Sept. 12 to be part of the choir in the coming seasons. Newcomers are warmly welcomed! See the
eNews and contact Keane for more information.

ACOLYTE TRAINING SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2PM

All youth ages 8 and up are invited to explore serving at the 10:15 am service as acolytes! Being an
acolyte means you have an important role in the liturgy and are responsible for lighting candles, carrying
torches and helping with Communion. Not sure if this is for you? Come and find out! For more
information, please contact Mary at mary(@stmichaelsvermont.org

KIDS & YOUTH CHRISTIAN FORMATION KICK-OFF SUNDAY, SEPT. 13, 9:30-10 AM,
THE RECTORY YARD

Back to school means back to formation programs for children and youth at St. Michael’s. Our hope is
that every child experience God’s love and know how precious they are to God and to us in the church!
On Sunday, September 13, please come at 9:30 for games and food, to register for Sunday School, and
to get inspired for this new year in the life of our church. At 10 AM, kids will be invited to the church to
begin their new classes.



e Nursery Care is offered from 10-11:30am for kids 0-3years old.
e Godly Play is offered from 10:10 until the Peace for kids 3 years old and up
¢ Youth Group is offered once a month on Sunday mornings at 10:10 in the Meeting Room,
beginning on September 13.
e Confirmation Class for youth 8 th Grade and up — an info session will be happening on
Sunday, September 20 at 12pm in the Meeting Room
For more detailed descriptions of these offerings, please see St. Michael’s eNews (available on St.
Michael’s website)!

THE ADULT FORUM RETURNS: SEPTEMBER 13
Forums meet in the Meeting Room each Sunday from 9-10 AM
e Sept. 13: Pilgrimage: The 2026 Deerfield Valley Pilgrimage is coming up on September 26-
27! Come find out what this long walk in the mountains is all about at a forum on Sunday,
September 13 at 9 a.m. Pilgrimage founders Lincoln & Debbie Rathnam will present a brief
slide show presentation and engage with your questions.

INTERESTED IN BEING ON OUR LITURGICAL TEAM?
We are about to make a new schedule for Lay Assistants, Ushers, Readers and Prayer leaders. If
you have an interest in serving in one or more of these roles, please sign up in the Common Room or
contact the church office (parishadmin@stmichaelsvermont.org or 802-254-6048) by September 16.
For descriptions of these different ministries, please see the eNews!

BUILDING HOPE FOR THE EARTH: IMAGINING AND EMPOWERING THE
POSSIBLE, a gathering for creation sponsored by Vermont Interfaith Power & Light, hosted by St.
Michael’s, Saturday, September 19, 10am-1pm. Vermont Interfaith Power & Light is inviting faith
communities from around our region to come to St. Michael’s for a morning of “imagining the
possible” in regard to how faith communities can navigate the current climate crisis. Leaders from St.
Michael’s will be presenting the work we have done through our Building Hope for the Earth initiative,
as well as discussing our intentions for the future. Please spread the word and plan to attend! (See
eNews to register!)

FOYER GROUPS ARE RESUMING SOON!

Foyer Groups are small groups that get together once a month for participants to get to know each
other and possibly share a meal or light snack. Socializing in a large church can be challenging and these
small groups really help. In addition to this social opportunity, we’d like to introduce a new twist for
the gatherings. Each month, a discussion prompt for your time together will be offered. The prompts
will focus on getting to know each other spiritually. Contact Patty Meyer by September 16 for more
information or to sign up: pmeyergec@gmail.com.

NEW AGING GROUP: A ZOOM OPPORTUNITY
Jeff Lewis is offering an opportunity for a Zoom-based Aging group to start this fall. Please contact
Jetfat

Jeffrev.m.lewis@comecast.net, or 802-579-3877 if you are interested in learning more about this group.




