
 
A Christ-Centered Community of Practice Awaking to the Abiding Presence of God 

 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 

THE SEASON OF CREATION 
 

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 
 

PRELUDE     “Devotional Pieces No. 36”      Dom Paul Benoit 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
After the Announcements, a period of silence is kept. 

 
HYMN                                             The Hymnal, 427 
  



 
 
Presider: Blessed be the One who creates all things. 
People:   God’s love is new every morning. 
 
Presider: In the beginning, the spirit of God hovered over the waters. And God called them good.  
People:   Come Holy Spirit and cleanse the waters.  
 
Presider:  The prophet saw a river flowing from the Temple, and wherever the river flowed, everything 
lived.  
People:   Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the earth.  
 
Presider: Jesus cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me...Out of the believer’s heart shall flow 
rivers of living water.”  
People:   Come Holy Spirit and heal your people.  
 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 



  The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in 
all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  
 

 

THE FIRST READING                                     Ezekiel 47: 8-12  
Following the lesson... 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people 
  Thanks be to God. 



 

PSALM 65                      BCP, p. 672 
 
1 
You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 
     to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 
2 
To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 
     because of their transgressions. 
3 
Our sins are stronger than we are, * 
     but you will blot them out. 
4 
Happy are they whom you choose 
and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 
     they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, 
     by the holiness of your temple. 
5 
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, 
O God of our salvation, * 
     O Hope of all the ends of the earth 
     and of the seas that are far away. 
6 
You make fast the mountains by your power; * 
     they are girded about with might. 
7 
You still the roaring of the seas, * 
     the roaring of their waves, 
     and the clamor of the peoples. 
8 
Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your 
                                marvelous signs; * 
     you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 
9 
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 
you make it very plenteous; * 
     the river of God is full of water. 
10 
You prepare the grain, * 
     for so you provide for the earth. 



11 
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
     with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
12 
You crown the year with your goodness, * 
     and your paths overflow with plenty. 
13 
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
     and the hills be clothed with joy. 
14 
May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
     let them shout for joy and sing. 
 
  
THE SECOND READING              Marsha M. Linehan 

 

HYMN                                                The Hymnal, 393 

 

 
Preceding the Gospel... 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  



Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE GOSPEL                          Matthew 18: 21-35                 
 

Following the Gospel...     
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                                                                       The Reverend Mary Lindquist 
After the sermon a period of silence is kept 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

We believe in God, who creates all things, 
  who embraces all things, who celebrates all things, 
  who is present in every part of the fabric of creation. 
We believe in God as the source of all life, 
  who baptizes this planet with living water. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one, 
  the malnourished one, the refugee, 
  who loves and cares for this world 
  and who suffers with it. 
And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life, 
  who came to reconcile and renew this world 
  and everything in it. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God, 
  who moves with God 
  and who moves among and with us today. 
We believe in everlasting life in God. 
And we believe in the hope that one day 
God will put an end to death and all destructive forces.  

 
 

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S CREATION, 
FOR THE WORLD, AND FOR THE CHURCH 

  
The Leader bids us to pray for the sick and suffering, for those who have asked for our prayer, for those who rejoice in life 
events and for those who have died.  
Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy,                         
People:  Hear our prayer.  
 

THE CONFESSION 
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, 



too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, 
and what our hearts can no longer bear, 
Set us free from a past that we cannot change; 
open to us a future in which we can be changed; 
and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image, 
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant bids 

THE PEACE 
Presider: The God of heaven has made a home on earth. 
People:   Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
 Following the Peace, the Celebrant recites a sentence from Holy Scripture; all prepare for the Holy Eucharist. 
 

WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER 
 
ANTHEM      “The Time for Turning”                Craig Courtney 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN                The Hymnal, 304    
 



         
 

 OFFERING 
During the hymn, ushers pass the offering plates. Representatives from the parish bring the people’s offerings of food bread 
and wine for the Eucharist, and money for mission and ministry to the Altar.  To give online, text the message 
“GiveStMichaels” to the number 73256. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People      And also with you. 
    Lift up your hearts. 
    We lift them to the Lord. 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
    It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 



The Celebrant praises God for God’s creation and love. Then all sing the Sanctus together: 

  
The Presider recalls and makes present for all Jesus’ life and last supper.  
The Presider asks the Holy Spirit to consecrate the bread and the wine to be God’s holy food. 
    
People and Celebrant  
Let us pray: 
    
People and Celebrant: 
  
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. Amen.   
 
(from the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer) 



 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.    

   

The One whose table was open to all is now present in this bread.  

The One whose word welcomed friend and stranger offers friendship through this cup.  
With people everywhere we affirm 
God’s goodness at the heart of humanity,    
planted more deeply than all that is wrong.  
 

 INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
At St. Michael’s, we believe that God’s love is unconditional.  We welcome all people and we affirm the worth, dignity, 
and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God.  In our celebration of the Eucharist, there is no one here who is 
ineligible or unwelcome; no one who has too many doubts or too few beliefs. This is the table of a loving God set for all 
creation through the power of Jesus Christ. You, who are part of that creation, are welcome.  
 
Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Please indicate that preference to the liturgical minister. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Faithful God 
in the wonder of your wisdom and love 
you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels,                                                                                                                                  
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life.       
We thank you for feeding us with this bread.                                                                                                     
May it strengthen us that  
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may embody your will 
and be renewed for your service  
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  



 

BLESSING 
 

HYMN                                 The Hymnal, 690  



 



 
Children in the congregation are invited to join the deacon in saying the words of the dismissal. 

 

DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE   “Canzona”                Gordon Young 
  

PARTICIPANTS 
 
10:15 The Reverend Mary Lindquist, preacher and celebrant; Caroline Wojcik, lay assistant; Carol 
Hesselbach and Annamarie Pluhar, readers and element bearers; Dyana Lee intercessor; Andy & 
Elise Burrows, ushers; Ricky Davidson and Annamarie Pluhar, chalicers; Lucy Spahr-Blazej, 
healing minister; Lindsey Boss, Chris Hart, and Carol Hesselbach, Altar Guild; Jim & Linda 
Dwight, coffee hour.   
 
Flowers on the Altar are given in memory of the Torres family, by Evangelina Holvino-Torres 
 


 

At St. Michael’s we believe that God’s love is unconditional.  We welcome all people and we 
affirm the worth, dignity, and gifts of every person as a beloved child of God. 

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 WELCOME TO VISITORS!  All are welcome at this table. If you have any questions about the 
liturgy, location of the bathrooms, or anything else, please ask one of the ushers or 
greeters.  Thank you for joining us today.   

 TO RECEIVE THE RITE OF HEALING: Trained lay healing ministers are available in the 
chapel to pray with you individually before or after you receive communion.   A healing minister 
will say prayers, lay her or his hands upon you, and anoint you with consecrated oil. You can 
come for yourself, for another person, for a need or for a thanksgiving.   Please ask ushers for 
assistance if you have questions. 

 GLUTEN FREE WAFERS AND GRAPE JUICE are available for Communion at both 
8:00 am and 10: 15 services. Please make yourselves known to the priest when you come up for 
Communion. 

 CHILDREN ARE WELCOME HERE!  There are clipboards with paper and crayons, as 
well as activity bags with coloring books at the back of the Sanctuary for children who are 



interested in coloring or drawing during the service.   Feel free to come in and out of the 
worship area as needed with your children!  Please ask an usher if you need assistance. 

 
ST. MICHAEL'S WEEKDAY WORSHIP  

Morning Prayer, 8-8:30 am, Monday-Friday, on Zoom, Tuesday-Thursday in-person the Chapel 
Bible Study, 8:30-10 am, 2nd, 4th, and 5th Wednesdays at The Brattleboro Food Coop, 2 Main St. 

Centering Prayer, 11:30-11:55 am, Wednesday in the Chapel 
Centering Prayer, 4-5 pm, Wednesday in the Chapel 

Eucharist with the Saints, 12 noon-12:30, Wednesday in the Chapel 
Contemplative Worship, 5:30-6:00 pm, Thursday in the Chapel, in-person and on Zoom 

Centering Prayer, 8 am, Saturday in the Chapel 
 




HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Jay Pomponio and Kyle Capponcelli, Monday; Eleanor Horton, Susan 
Daigneault, and John Drake, Wednesday; Michael Hightower, Thursday; Skyla Ragle and Elise 
Burrows, Saturday. 
 




UPCOMING ST. MICHAEL’S EVENTS: 
 Today: Program year kick off! 
 September 19, 10-1: Vermont Interfaith Power & Light event hosted by St. Michael’s 
 September 20, 9 AM: Buildings & Grounds reconvenes in Undercroft 

 
THE ADULT FORUM RETURNS! 
Forums meet in the Meeting Room each Sunday from 9-10 AM 

 Today: Pilgrimage: The 2026 Deerfield Valley Pilgrimage is coming up on September 26-
27! Come find out what this long walk in the mountains is all about at a forum on Sunday, 
September 13 at 9 a.m. Pilgrimage founders Lincoln & Debbie Rathnam will present a brief 
slide show presentation and engage with your questions. 

 September 20: Gates IV & V- Decline, Prelude to dying and Death comes In this 
6th Forum in the series ‘Navigating the Journey to the End,’ we begin to explore the last gates we 
face as we get closer to death: physical decline, getting close to dying, and dying. Drawing from 
her extensive experience as a Hospice chaplain, Susie Webster-Toleno will guide us in 
exploring those last months and days as death draws near. Susie will also help us get in touch 
with one of the major challenges she helps others with at this time: fear of the unknown.    

 
KIDS & YOUTH CHRISTIAN FORMATION KICK-OFF SUNDAY, SEPT. 13, 9:30–10 AM, 
THE RECTORY YARD 
Back to school means back to formation programs for children and youth at St. Michael’s. Our hope is 
that every child experience God’s love and know how precious they are to God and to us in the church! 
On Sunday, September 13, please come at 9:30 for games and food, to register for Sunday School, and 
to get inspired for this new year in the life of our church. At 10 AM, kids will be invited to the church to 
begin their new classes.  

 Nursery Care is offered from 10-11:30am for kids 0-3years old. 
 Godly Play is offered from 10:10 until the Peace for kids 3 years old and up 



 Youth Group is offered once a month on Sunday mornings at 10:10 in the Meeting Room, 
beginning on September 13. 

 Confirmation Class for youth 8 th Grade and up – an info session will be happening on 
Sunday, September 20 at 12pm in the Meeting Room 

For more detailed descriptions of these offerings, please see St. Michael’s eNews (available on St. 
Michael’s website)! 
 
INTERESTED IN BEING ON OUR LITURGICAL TEAM? 
We are about to make a new schedule for Lay Assistants, Ushers, Readers and Prayer leaders. If 
you have an interest in serving in one or more of these roles, please sign up in the Common Room or 
contact the church office (parishadmin@stmichaelsvermont.org or 802-254-6048) by September 16. 
For descriptions of these different ministries, please see the eNews!  
 
BUILDING HOPE FOR THE EARTH: IMAGINING AND EMPOWERING THE 
POSSIBLE, a gathering for creation sponsored by Vermont Interfaith Power & Light, hosted by St. 
Michael’s, Saturday, September 19, 10am-1pm. Vermont Interfaith Power & Light is inviting faith 
communities from around our region to come to St. Michael’s for a morning of “imagining the 
possible” in regard to how faith communities can navigate the current climate crisis. Leaders from St. 
Michael’s will be presenting the work we have done through our Building Hope for the Earth initiative, 
as well as discussing our intentions for the future. Please spread the word and plan to attend! (See 
eNews to register!) 
 
FOYER GROUPS ARE RESUMING SOON! 
Foyer Groups are small groups that get together once a month for participants to get to know each 
other and possibly share a meal or light snack. Socializing in a large church can be challenging and these 
small groups really help. In addition to this social opportunity, we’d like to introduce a new twist for 
the gatherings. Each month, a discussion prompt for your time together will be offered.  Contact Patty 
Meyer by September 16 for more information: pmeyergcc@gmail.com. 
 
NEW AGING GROUP: A ZOOM OPPORTUNITY 
Jeff Lewis is offering an opportunity for a Zoom-based Aging group to start this fall. Please contact 
Jeff at Jeffrey.m.lewis@comcast.net, or 802-579-3877 if you are interested in learning more about this 
group. 
 
GROUNDWORKS WINTER MEAL MINISTRY 
Once again St. Michael’s is privileged to continue providing monthly meals to the Groundworks Shelter. 
We have been providing meals for our neighbors for many years, and we begin again this October. The 
generosity of the volunteers has been extraordinary and a sign of our commitment to our church’s 
mission statement. Sign-up sheets and instructions are in the Common Room. If you would like to join 
in this vital work, please reach out Christopher Wesolowski (cmwvt65@gmail.com or 802-380-1474). 
 
READINGS FOR REFLECTION 
“Acceptance can transform but if you accept in order to transform, it is not acceptance. It is like loving. 
Love seeks no reward but when given freely comes back a hundredfold. He who loses his life finds it. 
He who accepts, changes.” 
― Marsha M. Linehan 

“If you are with someone who is in hell, keep loving them, because in the end it will be transformative. 
They are like someone walking in a mist. They don’t see the mist, and you may not see it, either. They 



don’t see that they are getting wet. But if they have a pail for water, you put it out in the mist. Each 
moment of love adds to the mist, adds to the water in the pail. By itself, each moment of love may not 
be enough. But ultimately the pail fills and the person who has been in hell will be able to drink that 
water of love and be transformed. I know. I have been there. I have drunk from that pail.” 
― Marsha M Linehan, Building a Life Worth Living: A Memoir 

 


